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For the Christian Journal. 
Convention of the Eastern Diocese. 


Tuts convention, as we learn from 
the Episcopal Register for October, 
met at Claremont, New-Hampshire, on 
the 26th of September last, and was at- 
tended by the Right Rev. Bishop Gris- 
wold, and fifteen clerical and seven lay 
delegates. The Rev. B. B. Smith was 
appointed secretary. After morning 

rayer, and sermon by the Rev. T. 

dson, the bishop administered con- 
firmation and the Lord’s supper. The 
following gentlemen were appointed 
the standing committee:—The Rev. 
Nathan B. Crocker, the Rev. J. Morse, 
the Rev. C. Burroughs, the Rev. A. 
Bronson, the Rev. P. S. Ten Broeck, 


Stephen T. Northam, James C. Merrill, 


Joseph Head, jun., John Howard. 

The following resolutions were pass- 
ed, viz.— 

“ Resolved, That it be recommended 
to the churches of the Eastern Diocese 
to form in each a Missionary Society, 
auxiliary to the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States. 

“That it be also recommended to 
the churches of the Eastern Diocese to 
establish in their respective churches 
Sunday schools, and to form societies 
auxiliary to the General Protestant 
Episcopal Sunday School Union, or to 
procure subscriptions to the funds of 
this institution, and to become associ- 
ated with it. 

“That it be recommended to the 
churches of the Eastern Diocese to 
form Bible classes, or to adopt such a 
system of Bible instruction as shall be 
deemed most desirable and conveni- 
ent to the pastors of the respective 
churches. 

“ Resolved, That this convention 
think it desirable and important that 

Vor. XI. 


—_. 


the state conventions of the Eastern 
Diocese should, previous to the next 
meeting of the General Convention, 
express their opinions relative 

alterations proposed in the liturg) 
in the constitution of the church, by the 
last General Convention; and that 
this resolve be ¢ommunicated to the 
secretaries of the’Fespective state con- 
ventions. 

‘ Resolved, That the secretary be re- 
quested to call upon. the secretaries of 
the several state conventions compos- 
ing this diocese, with a view of ascer- 
taining if any thing, and what has been 
done for the more effectual support of 
the episcopate, and that they be re- 
quested to report to the next convention 
of the diocese. ia 

“ Resolved, That the Right Rev. 
the bishop be requested to employ a 
missionary to visit every church in this 
diocese, with an express view of pro- 
moting a missionary spirit, establishing 
missionary societies, and aiding feeble 
churches; and that each clergyman be 
requested to raise, by contributions, or 
otherwise, such sums as may be in his 
power, to defray the expense, and that 
the sums contributed be remitted to the 
bishop.” 

A resolution was also passed re- 
questing the bishop to authorize some 
form of service for public fasts; and 
another resolution in the words follew- 
ing, was proposed and laid over for 
consideration at the next convention, 
viz.— 

* That the ninth article of the con- 

ution, which says, ‘no state shall 
withdraw from this diocese without the 
approbation of the house of bishops,’ 
be so altered as to read, without the 
consent of the other states, and of the 
bishop of this diocese.” 

After singing the 133d Psalm, and 
prayers by the bishoyfpthe convention 
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adjourned without day. The next 
meeting is to be held at Bellows-Falls, 
Vermont. 


For the Christian Journal. 
Convention of New-Hampshire. 


We also find in the Episcopal Re- 
ister for October an account, from 
which this abstract is made, of the pro- 
ceedings of the convention of the church 
in New-Hampshire, which met at the 
same place, (Claremont) and on the 

day, (26th of September) with the 
mention of the Eastern Diocese. It 
was attended by six clerical and five lay 
tes. The Rev. Charles Bur- 

roughs, rector of St. John’s church, 
Portsmouth, was chosen president ; and 
Mr. Abbe Cady, of Concord, secretary. 

After attending divine service in 
Union church, with the members of the 
diocesan convention, this convention 
proceeded to the choice of a standing 
committee for the ensuing year, when 
the Rev. Charles Burroughs, the Rev. 
James B. Howe, the Rev. George 
Leonard, Mr, Nathaniel Adams, and 
Mr. James Sheafe, were chosen mem- 
bers of the same. And the following 

entlemen were chosen delegates to 
the General Convention:—The Rey. 
Charles Burroughs, the Rev. James B. 
Howe, the Rev. Leonard, the 
Rev. Moses B. Chase, Mr. Samuel 
Fisk, Mr. James Sheafe, Mr. Baruch 
Chase, and Mr. Abbe Cady. 

A communication from the secre- 
taries of the house of bishops, and of 
the house of clerical and lay delegates, 
‘in relation to certain proposed altera- 
tions in the liturgy, and to a proposed 
alteration in the second clause of the 
eighth article of the constitution of the 
church,” was read, and, on motion, re- 
ferred to a committee consisting of the 
Rev. Charles Burroughs, the Hon, 
John Harris, and the Rev. Moses B. 
Chase, to “ report, at the next an 
convention, what instructions, if 
should be given, touching said a 











this stafe in the next General Con! 
tion.” 
“ The Rev. Mr. Howe, in 
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tions, to the clerical and lay del commenced, and another which is soon 
who may be appointed to represent low far the greater part of our 


' ing the present year. 
the committee @ppointed at the lash already visited are those in Rhoder. 
had . ry ry 


nual convention, for « devising means 
for the more effectual support of the 
episcopate,’ reported, that the commit- 
tee had paid some attention to the du- 
ties assigned them, but were desirous 
of further time: which report was ae- 
se, and further time given.” 
parochial reports, some of which 

comprehend a term of three years, af- 
ford evidences of an increased state of 
the yet infant church in this diocese, 
Sunday schools are established in most 
of the congregations, and several Mis- 
sionary Societies have been instituted. 
A new and commodious stone edifice 
for public worship has been comme 
in Hopkinton, and will be completed 
early in the spring. 

The next annual convention is to be 
holden in Hopkinton, on the first Wed- 
nesday of September, 1828. 





SS 
From the Episcopal Register fur October, 1827. 
An Address to the Twelfth Convention 
of the Eastern Diocese, assembled 
at Claremont, in the State of New: 

Hampshire, September 26, 1827, 

Oncr more, respected brethren, has 
the swift current of time performed its 
annual revolution : and again is it made 
my duty to state before you “the af 
fairs of the diocese since our last con- 
vention; the names of the churches 
which I have visited ; the number of 
persons confirmed ; the names of those 
who have been received as candidates 
for orders ; the changes also by death, 
removal, or otherwise, which have 
taken place among the clergy ; and, in 
general, all matters tending to throw 
light on the affairs of the diocese.” 
This duty, aided by your prayers, and 
favoured by your patient attention, | 
now, not without diffidence, proceed to 
perform. 5 ; 

To give you a Sater olga of 
the churches visited, though to me it 
might be a pleasure, to you"would be 
tedious. When, through the Lord’s 
goodness, Lshall finish the journey now 


irches will have been visited once, 
and some of them twice or thrice dury 


The churches, J 
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Island, and those also in Massachusetts, 
with the exception of those in New- 
buryport, Bridgewater,Greenfield, Ash- 
field, Hopkinton, and one or two others. 
I have also visited Hopkinton and 
Holderness in this state. 

In these visitations 196 have been 
confirmed. 

To the list of candidates for holy 
orders have been added George F. 
Haskins, Norris M. Jones, George T. 
Williams, Anson B. Hard, and Charles 
Cleaveland. 

To the order of deacons, Robert B. 
Drane, Henry C. Knight, Clement F. 
Jones, James M. Tappan, have been 
admitted; and the Rev. John Bristed, 
Benjamin C. C. Parker, and Eleazar 
M. P. Wells, have been ordained 

iests. 

T Chenges by death among inh, 
happily we have none to report ; and 
great cause have we of thankfulness to 
the Father of Mercies, that, consider- 
ing their number in this diocese, so 
few, since its formation, have deceased. 
Other changes have not been many or 
great. The Rev. Mr. Wells has taken 
¢harge of the parish in Gardiner. Fhe 
church in Portland increases; and 
there is still hope that a missionary 
may soon be profitably employed in 
the state of Maine. In the large and 
flourishing village of Saco, a very re- 
spectable number of people have 
formed a society, and are building a 
church. The prudence, and energy, 
and appearance of evangelical zeal, 
with which they have thus far con- 
ducted this good and noble work, gives 
us reason to hope that God will bless 
their labours, and that we may soon 
have there a respectable parish. The 
Rev, Mr. Wells, the Rev. Mr. Cutler, 
the Rev. Mr. Hathaway, (who has re- 
cently returned to this diocese,) and 
others, have Officiated in Saco; and 
there is a pleasing prospect that a cler- 
gyman may soon be permanently set- 
tled Sere ‘i ‘ F 

The parish in Hopkinton, in this 
state, under the pastoral charge of the 
Rev. Moses B. 
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hase, aided by the li- ~ 
jy, berality of a gentleman lately of Bos- 
® ‘on, are also building a handsome ap 
And it is but a just tribute o 
j, Statitude and praise to observe here, 
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that the church in this diocese, and not 
in this only, is under much obligation 
to the generous spirit and pious libera- 
lity of our brethren, and other pious 
citizens, of Boston. In many instances, 
and many ways, especially during the 
two or three years last past, have they 
bountifully contributed to varidus reli- 
gious and charitable purposes of great 
utility. Under God’s merciful Provi- 
dence, it is chiefly from their bounty 
that Lam able to travel t 
diocese, and to visit our churches, It 
is much to be regretted that we have 
not more churches in that city. Ex. 
repting one in South-Boston, the num- 
ber of our churches there, notwithstand- 
ing the increase of wealth and popula- 
tion, is but the same as fifty years ago. 
This has been owing in part to some 
untoward circumstances, and (perhaps) 
mistaken policy. So many houses for 
divine worship of other denominations 
have lately been erected there, that the 
hope of increasing the number of our’s 
is, we may fear, declining. ° 

The Rev. Mr. Mott, on account of 
ill health, has resigned the charge of 
the church in Marblehead, which is 
now vacant. The Rev. Mr. Parker 
Officiates - a guidaney in Se 
and the Rev. Mr, nin Bri 
water. The Rev. PP plakesley Ree 
removed from Great-Barrington, and 
the Rev. Mr. Gilbert, from Connecti- 
cut, is about to take the charge of that 
church. There are few, if any, places 
in this diecese, where a prudent, pious, 
active, and devoted minister of Christ, 
can labour with a better prospect of 
usefulness than in Great-Barrington. 
With Mr. Gilbert I have very little ac- 
quaintance—that he may be what they 
need should be our prayer. It would 
perhaps be better if our parishes were 
more generally in the habit of corisult- 


a their bishop, or the standing com- - 


, in their choice and settlement of 
ministers. The labours of at least one 
more clergyman are wanted on the 
fest side of Connecticut River. We 
not without hope that the Rev. 
Drane, on his return from the 
, will give some further attention 
parts. 

n the 13th day of December last, 
the new edifice in Marshfield was dedi- 
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cated by the name of Trinity church. 
The small parish in Ashfield, to the 
utmost of their means, are going for- 
ward with the building of their church. 
In no part of the diocese would the 
erection of a decent house of prayer, 
and the full establishment of an epis- 
copal church, promise to be more truly 
beneficial than at Northampton. To 
the liberality of some gentlemen there 
we are already much indebted ; and it 
is to be hoped, and earnestly desired, 
that their generous efforts may be aided 
by the pious and liberal of other 
places. 

The new parish in Woodstock are 


also engaged in building a church; and ° 


the one building in Middlebury is soon, 
if the Lord permit, to be consecrated 
to his holy worship. Several ordina- 
tions, with the same divine permission, 
will soon take place in that state. 

A considerable number of our 
churches are to good effect aided by the 
means of our small missionary funds. 
Several parishes have formed Mission- 
ary Societies; and I regret that it is 
not at present in my power to give 
you an accurate statement of their 
number and condition. I have this 
year received thirty-three dollars from 
the Female Missionary Society in Hop- 
kinton, New-Hampshire, and thirty- 
seven dollars from that in Portland. 
They and others who have made like 
contributions, are entitled to our thanks, 
and we are bound to pray that God will 
reward and bless them. The annual 
meeting of the Massachusetts Mission- 
ary Society, in St. Paul’s church, in 
Boston, last June, was very interest- 
ing, and it is hoped will produce good 
effects. Our clergy can in few, if in 
any ways, better promote the general 
interests of religion, and of our church 
particularly, than by often calling the 
attention of our people to their duty, 
and to the blessedness of contributing, 
in all ways reasonably in their power, 
to the propagation of the Gospel. And 
let me be allowed to repeat and rei- 
terate, that the contributions for em- 
ploying missionaries in small destitute 
parishes in this diocese, recommended 
some years since by its convention, to 
be made on Easter, or some other Sun- 
day, ought religiously to be regarded. 
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Let the minister of each parish state 
the subject fairly before the people, ju- 
diciously selecting a favourable: time 
for the collection, and he will then 
have discharged his duty. Forgiving, 
or not giving, the people are account- 


able to Him only who supplies them © 


with means, and knows their hearts. 
Comparatively speaking, there is no 
backwardness in our people to give— 
were they called upon as others are, 
they would, we believe, be more liberal 
than any othier Christians. 

The meeting of our General Con- 
vention, last November, and the trans- 
actions of that great council of our 
church, are things well known. The 
unanimity which very much prevailed 
among its members; the prosperity of 
0 es which was then exhibited, 
a neral disposition to support 
the order and worship; the constitu- 
tion and discipline of our ecclesiastical 
establishment, which, on that interest- 
ing occasion, was remarkably mani- 
fested—are just subjects of mutual con- 
gratulation, and of devout thanks and 
prayer to Almighty God. From our 
experience and observation, we 
humbly believe that the Lord is pleased 
to bless the prudent, pious, and faithful 
labours of consistent F.piscopalians, 
more perhaps than those of any other 
Christian community or sect. And 
the same experience and observation 
confirm what the Scriptures clearly 
teach, that the more sound and ortho- 
dox are any people in their faith and 
Christian profession, the more offen- 
sive to God are their worldly aflec- 
tions, their coldness, and want of fide- 
lity. 

Some particulars of the business 
which came before the General Con- 
vention, and of their a delibera- 
tions, it will be proper pnt on this 
occasion. The gene terest which 
was felt and manifested on the very im- 
portant subject of Sunday schools, isa 
pleasing evidence ofa religious concern 
for the bést interests of mankind. A 





» General Sunday School Union, or So- 
“ciety, was organized under the patron- 


age of the Convention, which we may 
hope will contribute something tothe 


uniformity and success of this branch ~ 


of religious instruction. Whether it 
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will be expedient for you to pass any 
tion upon this subject, or whe- 
ther it should rather be left with our 
i conventions, is submitted to your 
igment. 

A resolution passed both houses of 
#the General Convention, appointing “ a 
committee to revise the canons of this 
church, and to prepare such alterations, 
amendments, and additions, as they 
may deem expedient ; with power also 
to make a new arrangement of the 
canons.” ‘This, I need not observe to 
you, is a measure of no small import- 
ance. Our present canons are gene- 
rally well intended, and wisely framed, 
but they have been passed at dif- 
ferent times, as occasion required, and 
some of them have been so much al- 
tered, that their meaning is not suffi- 
ciently obvious and easy to be attain- 
ed;-and it is much to be desired that 
they should be revised and digested 
intoa more uniform and simple code. 
Some of them are so expressed, that 
they cannot be literally and at all 
times observed, without neglecting 
what the Scriptures require. Rules 
which are so framed that they cannot, 
at all times, consistently with our duty 
to God, be strictly observed, have some 
ill effect: the man who is very scrupu- 
lous will be too much, and he who is 
more lax will be too little, restricted 
by them. Statutes, or laws, are re- 
straints upon liberty, and ought not to 
be made, except when necessary or ex- 
pedient to remedy or prevent some 
greater evil. Their restrictions should 
extend no further than such necessity 
requires; and so clearly and carefully 
should they be expressed, that all may 
understand and literally observe them. 
To multiply canons beyond what real 
necessity ,and to lay restraints 
upon our brethren in things which 
might safely be left to their discretion, 
manifest distrust of their principles or 
prudence, and a love of exercising 
power; and its tendency is to destroy 
mutual confidence and brotherly affec- 
tion; to excite jealousies and party 
spirit; and to produce intrigues and 
Strifes for office and power. For the 


+ More strictly people find themselves 


“ound by laws, the more desirous will 





they be to have the control and admi- 
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nistration of them. Another, and per- 


haps a still greater evil, of multiplying 
canons, is, that the greater is their 


_humber, the less will they be respected 


and observed. This is seen in the case 
of the English church, which has, too, 
what our’s has not, and it is hoped 
never will have, the weight of the civil 
power to enforce its canons. It is, in 
my judgment, a favourable.circum- 
stance, and an evidence of their wis- 
dom, and love of union, peace, and 
good order, that the conyentions of the 
states which compose this diocese, and 
our people generally, have manifested 
so little disposition to legislate and to 
multiply canons. Those of the Gene- 
ral Convention they cordially receive, 
and conscientiously observe; nor do 
they (it is believed) see or feel mach 
need of adding to their number.’ This 
subject is now open for discussion, 
and I bring it before the diocese, that 
you may be prepared; at the next Ge- 
neral Convention, by your delegates, 
to act upon it. And Ido it the rather 
from the uncertainty whether I shall 
again have an opportunity so con- 
venient. 

For these same reasons it is fitting, 
if not my duty, that I should address 
you on another subject, which is still 
more interesting. At the last General 
Convention the house of bishops pro- 
posed, in a resolution sent to the other 
house, to make some alterations in the 
Book of Common Prayer; chiefly for 
the purpose of removing the objections 
so generally made to the length of our 
morning service. The remedy pro- 
posed was to allow a discretionary 
power, under certain restrictions, te 
omit some parts, as expediency should 
require. ‘The most material was per- 
mission sometimes to omit the litany. 
Though, in my judgment, a plan for 
shortening the service, and yet présery- 
ing all its parts, more convenient and’ 
more generally satisfactory, might have 
been proposed; yet l conceded to-that 
in the hone that it would give satisfac- 


stion, or (which I still\ hope) lead to 


some result that will be ge ac- 
ceptable. It is well known the 
litatiy was designed for seasons of ca- 
lamity, and to be used when Chris- 
tians, with the deepest humiliation, 
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would supplicate God’s merciful de- 
liverance from distress. And it may 
well be questioned, whether in making 
it so common, the guod effect is not 
diminished ; whether it were not better 
to reserve it for the more solemn sea- 
sons of public worship; and whether 
it is even suitable for our joyful festi- 
vals. 

But when it was found that any per- 
mission to omit the litany was displeas- 
ing to a great, if not the greater part of 
our people, the bishops withdrew that 
part of their proposition. The other 
= were acied upon by the other 

ouse, and are now, agreeably to the 
provisions of our general constitution, 
referred to the consideration of all our 
churches, and especially to the conven- 
tion of each diocese. And it is a sub- 
ject which demands our most mature 
and devout consideration. The pre- 
sent proposed alterations, which have 
in view the shortening of the service, 
allow only of omitting a part of some 
of the lessons ; and, on common occa- 
sions, of taking a shorter portion of the 
psalms. As this at most can shorten 
the service but very little, and some- 
times not at all; and as it shortensthe 
evening as much, or nearly as much, 
as it does the morning prayer, it is not, 
I think, probable, that the convention 
will incur the inconvenience of altering 
the Prayer Book to so little purpose. 
If it were permitted to omit the ante- 
) comniunion service, when the commu- 
nion is not administered, and when the 
epistle and gospel are not particularly 
appropriate to the season; and when 
the communiemservice is used, to omit 
the litany, excepting the season of lent, 
all parts of the service would be retain- 
ed, and would in every church be used. 
And perhaps this, with some other 
smnall alterations, would give the most 
general satisfaction. 
« Lam well aware of the delicacy and 
difficulties of this subject, and how ne- 
it is, if we would be accounted 
» to eulogize the liturgy. and 
as sacrilege even the least 
But on this point I have 
e a - Nursed,as I have been, 
from earliest infancy in the bosom of 
this church, having passed my whele 
life among Episcopalians, as much so, 
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perhaps, as any man of my agi 
country living; and having beg 
forty years a member of its 
I have long since imbibed aa 
possession (not to say pre 
favour. Nor have I (# 
derously reported, and as . 
that” the fact is) been a in my 
opinion respecting it. t lan 
wholly free even from bigotry I date 
not affirm; but for many years have I 
endeavoured impartially to examine the 
claims of our church to scriptural ortho- 
doxy and primitive order; and the ex- 
amination has confirmed me in the un- 
doubting belief, that her claims are well 
founded. Nor am I conscious of hay. 
ing ever said or done any thing incon- 
sistent with such belief. 1 humbly trust 
that I have also, in some small degree, 
imbibed that truly liberal spirit of for- 
bearance and charity which our charch, 
more than any other Christian commu- 
nity on earth, inculcates ; and which is 
not the least among the many 
that she is indeed the Church of Christ. 
In what manner, and by what means, 
the interest and prosperity of ° this 
church, and of true religion, will best be 
promoted, there will be among.us, it 
must be expected, some diversity of 
opinion ; but in decided attachment to 
its order and worship, and in a sincere 
desire to promote its best good, I shall 
not yield toany one, however lofty or 
exclusive may be his pretensions. 
Though | may seem to “ speak fool- 
ishly in this confidence of boasting,” 
this confession, you must well know, 
is not uncalled for, and I hope not in- 
excusable. It is also in some degree 
necessary to give you a right view of 
the part I acted in the convention, on 
the subject of altering the li and 
to prevent any wrong inference from 
what I take the liberty ing in 
this address. It is undoubtedly a fact, 
that the greater part of those whe be- 
long to our church, or would otherwise 
attend its worship, think our morning 
service unreasonably and unprofitably 
By a judicious abbreviation we 
should probably increase the namber 
of our members, and of course the 
blessings of being members of this 
church. Let it also be considered, that 
by the alterations which I should sane- 
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a 
tion, no congregation would be obliged 


it any part of what is now in the 
yer Book; I would but give per- 
lo, omit.some parts when found 
ent. Monsider, too, that for 
‘whomhemselves delight in using 
fyice, of whom Iam very 
bne,) to enact authoritatively 
it none Of our congregations shall 
“worship God at all, except they will go 


‘ with all the services which we 
win, is a stretch of power, which, 


{0 say the least, should be exercised 
with great prudence and moderation; 
and how far, consistently with God’s 
word, it may be exercised, is worthy of 
some consideration. 

Some of our brethren, whose charac- 
ters we venerate, and whose opinions 
we justly respect, think it highly ha- 
sardous and imprudent to attempt any 
alterations of the Prayer Book ; that if 
we once commence, there will be no 
end of innovations till the liturgy is de- 
siroyed. I apprehend no such result. 
It has ever been the practice of the 
church, and it is the understanding of 
thurchmen, expressed in the Preface 
to their Prayer Book, that it may and 
should be altered as times, change, and 
circumstances require. Can we seri- 
ously fear that such a learned, wise, 
and pious body of clergy and laymen 
a compose our General Convention, 
will so mutilate or alter our forms 
of devotion as to impair their useful- 
ness? From matter of fact we have 
convincing proof that our people are 
not disposed to hasty and unprofitable 
changes; but very much the contrary. 
Iris rather to be feared, that if a large 
and suitable committee were appointed 
by the General Convention to examine 
and report on this momentous subject, 


they w not venture to propose all 
the Pat i which the liturgy 
will admit of. And whatever may be 
the final result of the propositions now 
before the public, (and what it ought 
to be I do not take it upon me to say,) 
it is highly fitting that our people 
should think much on this subject, and 
not forget it in their prayers to Al- 
ighty God. 

our attention, already too long 

ried, is requested to one more sub- 


‘eetatll more delicate, which has al- 
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ready been brought before one ofith 


state conventions, and'm 

proposed to this, of the doe. ae 
years have now passed away, since, in 
one of these public addresses, I sug- 
gested to the consideration of the dio- 
cese, whether it is not expedient to di- 
vide it. Not that Tam imany degree 
unwilling, while it shall pléase God to 
continue my strength, to visit all our 
churches as [ have done. Such in 
is my affection for all those h 
have been accustomed to visit, and 
such my gratitude fur many, very many 
kindnesses received, that the thought 
of seeing them no more must be ex- 
ceedingly painful. But the interest 
and the feelings of an individual are ef 
but little consideration, when weigh 





. 


in the balance against the public good ;* x 


and I have endeavoured to make no 
account of mine. Let the glory of our 
divine Master, and the prosperity of 
‘Lion, be our first and chief concern— 
and let him dispose of us, in our pri- 
vate capacities, as to his unerring wis 
dom and merciful goodness shall seem 
fitting. It is probable that a part, if 
not the whole of this diocese, may soon 
be called to the election of a bishop. 
And though I would not willingly say 
or do any thing to influence your 
choice respecting any particular per- 


son; yet some general remarks ona = 


subject of such deep concern, will not 
be unsuitable to this time and occasion, 
Popular elections to offices of honour, 
emolument, or power, are very natu- 
rally and very generally productive of 
intrigue, contention, and party spirit; 
and there is reason coral to appre- 
hend that something oF great 
evils may sometimes attend our epis- 
copal elections. True itis, that if the 
episcopal office were generally viewed 
and carefully preserved exactly what 
our Saviour intended ; if they, who 

chief among his people, ‘ere more 
than others the servants of all; if tis 
shops were distinguished chiefly in be- 


ing more hu and labouring more 
abundantly other ministers of 
Christ, the office would rarely be 






luctance, be received. Such is our 
rupt nature, that the mare the e 
pate is made attractive ta human 
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bition, the greater will be the evils of 
contending for it. As preservatives 
against such evils, permit me to sug- 
gest two things, which, if I have gained 
any thing by experience and observa- 
tion, and by reading the word of God, 
are worthy of your serious attention. 
The one is, far as is now practica- 
ble to preserve the episcopal office in 
tts primitive state, and divested of all 
that is attractive to a worldly mind, 
then will fewer desire it who are not 
willing to spend and to be spent in the 
Lord’s work. ‘To put much power in 
the hands of an individual is generally 
dangerous, and of course to do it un- 
necessarily is unwise. The power and 
patronage of bishops should not be ex- 
tended beyond what is expedient for the 
ue exercise of their office. Each dio- 
cese should be so small that its bishop 
may annually yisit every church, and 
also (with a deacon, or other assistant, 
if necessary,) have a parochial charge. 
How smail the dioceses were in the 
early ages, is evident from the number 
of bishops who atiended their ecclesi- 
astical councils. ‘The incalculable evils 
of the papal, and other overbearing 
hierarchies in the church, arose chiefly 
from bishops being suffered gradually 
to obtain rank, and dignity, and influ- 
ence, according to the magnitude, im- 
portance, and power of the cities, or 
provinces, or kingdoms, over which 
they presided. That a state and a dio- 
cese should be so identified as they 
seem to be with us, is a defect which it 
© ishoped the good principles and good 
sense of our people will soon remedy. 
The emol ts of this office should 
be no m are necessary to a de- 
cent maintenance, and an effectual per- 
formance of its arduous duties. Per- 
haps no one thing has contributed 
more to the prejudice against episco- 
pacy than the pride, and “ pomp, and 
vanities” which have so often disgraced 
the lives of those who have filled this 
sacred office. Their prerogatives are, 
to visit and confiem the churches; to 
ordain elders, and other ministers, in 
every city and place where they are 
3 and to give themselves, more 
inually than others, to prayer, and 
to the ministry of the word. ‘To con- 
sider this office as im any degree ex- 
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onerating us from any of ‘these our 
more peculiar duties ; to suppose that, 
in consequence of being thus ed, 
we may preach less, and be 
from leading in social prayer, 
strange perversion of this 
Christ sends us, as he did 


articularly “to preach the Gospel? 





his is especially our business and 
duty : bishops should be as apostles or 
missionaries, preaching,as their strength 
will admit, and occasion offers, in 
every city, and town, and parish, within 
their pastoral care. * 

The other thing which I would sug. 
gest, as a preservative against the evils 
to be apprehended from episcopal elec- 
tions, is—in selecting persons to fill 
this office, to have regard solely to the 
honour of God, and the advancement 
of true religion ; to prefer such as are 
meet and well qualified “to exercise 
their ministry duly to the honour of 
God, and the edifying of his church.” 
Tt is desirable that a bishop should 
possess great learning and eminent ta- 
lents ; but sound theology, prudence, 
piety, and active zeal, are-indispensa- 
bly necessary. Great literary aftain- 
ments may aid the church as much, 
or nearly as much, in the station of a 
parish minister, or of a professor ina 
college, or other seminary; but a true 
knowledge of the Gospel system, anda 
holy zeal for its propagation, tempered 
with prudence and charity, can in no 
other situation be so useful as in this 
office. That elections to it may be con- 
ducted with harmony, and happily ter- 
minate, let all artifice, intrigue, and 
party spirit be not merely avoided, but 
detested. Our blessed Saviour ever 
spake openly, and in secret said no- 
thing. The people are most likely to 
act uprightly and wisely when leit to 
their unbiassed judgment and free 
choice, Attempts to prepossess them 
in favour of one candidate, or to preju- 
dice them against another, are gene- 
rally dishonest and unchristian. “ Let 
your eye be single, and your whole 
body shall be full of light.” In regard 
te the faith and zeal, and the religious 
views and feelings of those who are 
considered as candidates for this office, 
those best qualified will be most diffi- 


dent, and least willing to accept it. Its 
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t and ay ful responsibility, none who 
iby view it can, without much fear, 











i _ Its labours, a , and pri- 
= if duly consi . not many 
ge x willin to endure, or its diffi- 










is devotedness to God, ‘and its 
se execution, who can think himself 
wiicient? “The seeking of such an 

ce is of itself a disqualification ; nolo 
gpiscopari is truly the sentiment and 
ing of an humble soul and pious 




















_ To other points would I gladly ask 
ur kind attention, but I have already 

} too long detained you. My chief 
Blogs is, that in this way I can, most 
: eniently for all concerned, per- 
| st what the church makes my duty, 
of delivering charges to the clergy, and 
astoral addresses to the people of the 








_ Much cause have we of thankfulness 
for the degree of prosperity which the 
is every year bestowing upon our 
church in these United States. Yet, 
When we consider that this church in 
view certainly is most orthadox 

d@ scriptural, even “ the ground and 
of the truth,” to us it must seem 

nge and deplorable, that its growth 
more rapid—that in all the po- 
of this vast empire we have so 
} congregations, and many of those 
wsovery small. For this undoubt- 
edly there is a cause, and it behooves 
sito be well assured that the cause is 
our fault. Is the defect in our con- 
stitution and canons? Then let them 
revised. Is there any thing in our 

, or manner of worship, which is 
unnecessarily offensive to serious, can- 
did, pious people, and keeps such from 
ourcommunion? Let the offence be 








remo Does this slowness of in- 
¢rease proceed from prejudices against 
ourcommunion? Then should we do 


all that in reason we can do to remove 
those prejudices. ‘Those tenets which 
we believe important to the salvation 
| men, we must earnestly contend 
| for ; but things not essential, if in fact 
, keep men from embracing what 
necessary, should, for that reason, be 
“ hperne Or is the defect rather 
‘ia the faith, and piety, and zeal of our 

Ops, and other clergy? Take good 


eh » then, whom you elect to the epis- 


. 
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copal office, and relom. 
mend for the sacred ministry. nt 
let-us, who already have e grade in 
“this office and be ha the ” 4 
heed to ourselves, 


We of the episcopal charch decay 

we may humbly ‘believe, a most im- 
portant station among, the ranks of 
Christ’s militant host; we stand on the 
middle ground between. the errors of 
those who, on the one hand, corrup 
the true faith, and diminish the p D0 







perstitious rites, una 
tiuns, idolatreus worship, ‘and yenera~ 
tion of saints and relics; and of those, 
on the other hand, who iors mou- 
tilate religion ; who either 
features of the "Gospel, or reje 
sential doctrines of Christ, making his 
cross of no effect. If such bei 
the very importaut stand whieh the 
Lord hath assigned us, let us be ¢on- 
sistent with ourselves, and ff ‘to 
our God. “Turn not to right 
hand, or to the left.” Let us show o 
churchmanship, and evangeli 
“not in word and tongue, but in deed 
and in truth.” Let it be seen that our 
religion is indeed primitive and aposto- 
lic, by our manifesting that spirit whieh 
was in Christ, and that holy zeal which .9 
shone in his first apostles. o 
ALEXANDER V. GRISWOLD. 
—___ i 
For the Christian Journal. a 
Report of the Committee of P 
tion and Sales of the General ¥ 
testant Episcopal 
Union, made to the Eecutive Com-— 
mittee of the Union, November 19th, 
1827, and ordered by the Executive 
Committe to be printed. : 


Tar Committee of Publication and 
Sales respectfully submit the ing 
brief abstract of their mit to the 
Executive Committee, as @ pink of 
their proceedings since One eps 
ment in June last.” 


With the stereotype founder Mr. 


James Conner, they h oi : 

for, and subsequently received, 

lowing works, all Gniform in point ; 

size, Viz.—-on am octodecimo 

varying in the size of the type, in ac- 
4 


_ 
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commodation to uses to which they are 
to be a viz.— 

1. Seeder bcbeal Book, No. 1, Easy 
Spelling and Reading Lessons, 12 pp. 


2. Sunday School Book, No. 2, The 
History of Joseph, abridged, 20 pp. 
small pica. 

3. Sunday School Book, No. 3, Our 
Saviour’s Sermon on the Mount, °24 
pp. small pica. 

4. Sunday School Book, No, 4, Mrs. 
Trimmer’s Scripture History, 64 pp. 


lon ° 

5. Sunday Schoo} Book, No. 5, Ques- 
tions on the preceding books, 56 pp. 
brevier. 

6. Harmony of the Creeds; the Lord’s 
Prayer illustrated ; and the Plan of 
Salvation in the Gospel Covenant, 24 
Pp. minion. 

7. Catechism, No. 1, 12 pp. long 


8. Catechism, No. 2, 24 pp. small 
pica and long primer. 

9. Catechism, No. 3, 108 pp. long 
primer. 

10—25. Paraphrases of the Collects 
from Advent to Septuagesima Sunday, 
15 pp. brevier and minion. 

26. Sunday School Register, 5 pp. 


quarto. 

27. Sunday School Minute Book, 
5 pp. quarto. 

28. General Class Book, 5 pp. 

quarto. 
| 29. Sunday School Teacher’s Roll 
Book, 5 pp. quarto. 

30. Reward tickets; Scripture texts, 
12 to 16 on a page, 4 pp. minion and 

il 


il. 

31. Questions on the Liturgy, 18 
pp. brevier. 

32. Sunday School Liturgy, 12 pp. 
brerier. 

93, Alphabet Cards, Nos. 1, 2, and 3. 

34. Questions on the Collects, with 
Scripture proofs, 88 pp. brevier. 


Besides the above books, there are 
how in the hands of the stereotype 
founder, a part of the copy of the Ques- 






tions on the Epistles and Gospels ; 
also plates for. of nine of the 
dovks. 

From the es thus pro- 
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THOUSAND corres each of Sunday 
Schoot Book, No. 1; Questions onthe 


Sunda : 
Parsbleseet Ob tes trie and-ion 


Collects forw@Advent—Five THOUSAND 
copies each of Sunday School 


Nos. 2, 3, and 4; Harmony. of the . 


Creeds; Catechisms, Nos. 1 and 2; 
Paraphrases, or Coltects, Nos. 3, 4, 5, 
6,7, and 8—TWo HUNDRED AND FIFTY 
copies eaclr of Sunday School Regis. 
ter, Minute Book, and Roll , 
ONE THOUSAND Copres each of 
Schoot Liturgy ; Questions on the 
turgy; Catechism, Ne. 33; Alphabet 
Cards, Nos. 1, 2, and 3. 

These books—with the exception of 
the Register, Minute Book, and Roll 
Book, which are on writing paper, and 
bound with leather backs and corners; 
and the Alphabet Cards, which are 
pasted on binder’s boards—are printed 
on paper of good quality, and stitehed 
in covers bearing the impress of the 
society, and some appropriate cut, on 
leather paper of the stoutest kind. This 
last heavy item of expense, (amounting 
on the smaller works to twice, and in 
one instance to thrice, the first cost of 
the stereotype plates,) the committee 
felt authorized to incur, from the con- 
viction that the durability of the books. 
thus insured, would render this ulfi- 
mately the most economical coursé te 
the schools, and at the same time give 
such a decided superiority, to the books 
of the Union, over any others, as te 
procure for them a ready sale. Not 
withstanding the admirable execution 
of, the works of the Union, so faras 
they have been received from the 
founder, and their superiority to any 
similar productions hitherto offered for 
sale in this city, the committee have 
been enabled te fix the prices.at a lower 
rate than those of other similar institu 
tions, and at the same time havea 
prospect of being able to extend the 
list of publications, provided such sup- 
port is received as might reasonably be 
anticipated ; upon the supposition that 
all the sales are made for caah. A list 
of prices will be given at the end of 
this report. ~ 


Under the direction of the commit- 
tee, there have also been printed the 
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Report of the Executive Com- 


‘edto the Annual Report. 

t has been directed to pur- 
aad place in the depository, the 
wing books :—T' wo pozEN copies 
Bishop Kemp’s edition of Mrs. 
" 's Stories en the Catechism— 
DOZEN copies each of Susan and 

‘Hall; First Day ofthe Week ; 

Day of the Week; The Week 

pleted ; The Recaptured Negro— 

* DOZEN each of Gilpin’s Monument 
of Parental Affection; Conversations 
on the Liturgy—rirreEn Dozen of 
the Labrador Missionary—rTwENnTy 
pozen .each of the Raven and the 
Dove ; Robert and the Owl. 

A stamp, bearing the name of the 
Union, has been proeured, aad instruc- 
tions given to the agent, to have every 

card, and tract, which issues 
from the depository, not otherwise hav- 
ing the imprint of the Union, marked 
therewith. 
ae 







Branch deposiotries have been esta- 
blished at the following places, the al- 
lewance to the agents being from seven 
to ten per cent., including expenses of 
Wansportation, except in some few in- 
Stances, where, from extraordinary cir- 

_ tumstances, the charge for carriage was 
very heavy, when an additional allow- 
ance has been made:—In Boston, un- 
der the care of Hunt and Stimpson; at 
Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, Childs 
and Sparhawk, agents; at Middlebury, 
Vermont, Jonathan Hagar; at Bel- 
lows-Falls, Vermont, James C. Cutler 
& Co.; at New-Haven, Connecticut, 
8. Babcock; at Hartford, Connecii- 
‘tut, Messrs. Huntingtons; at Auburn, 
New-York, J. W. Lindsey; at Utica, 
New-York, Phinney & Co.; at Balti- 
more, Maryland, Edward J. Cole; at 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, John D. 
Davis; at Charleston, South- Carolina, 
E. Thayer. Measures have been 

adopted to ascertain .the proper loca- 

“‘tidns and agents for depositories in 
‘other parts of the United States, and to 

_ Send supplies of books to all as soon as 

_ It can be accomplished. 

» "Phe Committee ef Publication and 

“» Bales, feeling the extreme importance 
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of obtaining the means of, contit 

the course which has been 
prospered by a gracious Provide: 
and not having been clothed with au- 
thority to take measures for raisin 
funds, solicited the Right Rev. B ’ 
Croes to preside at a special meeting 
of the Executive Committee, in the ab- 
sence of the Right Rev. Bishop Ho- 
bart---ia compliance with their request, 
a constitutional meeting was held at 
St. Paul’s chapel, on the 6th day of 
August last, and authority there con 
veyed to the Committee of Poloay 
and Sales, to devise and carry into ef- 
fect such measures as might be neces- 
sary to accomplish their object. Thus 
empowered, the committee prepared 
a Circular to that effect, caused 500.co- 
pies of the same to be printed, and are 
still engaged in circulating them through 
the country. 

By the Treasurer’s Report, it will be 
seen that, after paying all the debts 
which have been thus far incarred, there 
will remain but a small balance to con- ‘@ 
tinue the operations of the society > by 
the liberality, however, of Mr. Conner, 
the stereotype founder, and of the 
Messrs. Swords, they will be enabled 
to proceed with the stereotyping, pro- 
vided they can have assurance fr 
the clergy of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church throughout the United States, 
that the necessary efforts shall be made, 
in their respective congregations, to 
call forth the liberality and zeal of our) 
episcopal brethren. git 

Among the other items of expense, 
the committee have to notice that of a 
case for their books, to bejplaced at the 
depository. r. 


In the prosecuifon of their duties, the 
committee have had reason to feel the 
importance of having placed, at the dis- 
posal of the society, a supply of wood 
cuts, and other prints, for the ilust 
tion of the various works i from 
their’ press; they would 
spectfully suggest the mony of 
ing a proper selection of such mean 
illustration made, and directions given 
for having th in the i 















tory: such s have 
made as will é committee, if 
authorized to procure a large 
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they will not recéive t 
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collection of those very appropriate and 
useful ornaments, on reasonable terms. 
All whiclris respectfully submitted. 


To Episcopalians. 

the preceding statement, it 
Will appear that the publications of 
the Union have been in some degree 
numerous and extensive, and that the 
trust reposed in the Executive Com- 
mittee of the institution has been ful- 
filled to the utmost extent of the means 
which have been placed at their dis- 
posal. Yet the demand for books and 
tracts has been, and now is, much 
greater than their capital will enable 
them to furnish, either now or at any 
future period. Although the publica- 
tions of the Union are disposed of only 
by way of sale, yet a certain capital. is 
requisite to provide the first supply, and 
in proportion to the amount of that 
capital, the number of publications, and 
size of the respective editions, must be 
limited or extensive. The capital 
which has hitherto been furnished for 
this purpose to the General Protestant 
Episcopal Sunday School Union, is all 
expended in their present stock, and 
this is found tq be far too limited for 
the wants of the church. The Execu- 
tive Committee, therefore, seriously 
and earnestly request the attention of 
their fellow Episcopalians to the Cir- 
eular lately issued by the Committee of 
Publication and Sales, and trust that it 
will meet with the attention which the 
importance of its subject deserves. In 
aid of the objects of the Union, the 
Cuerey or THE Prorestant Episco- 
PAL Crurcn throughout the United 
States are respectfully requested to have 
collections made in their respective 
churches, on the first Sunday afier the 
Epiphany, or as soon thereafter as may 
be practicable; and to transmit the 
amount thus obtained from the libe- 
rality of Episcopalians, to the treasurer 
of the Union, Dr. J. Smyth Rogers, 
New-York, with as little delay as pos- 
sible. It is confidently hoped by the 
Committee, that this’ reasonable re- 
quest will not be denied—that they 
will mot be expected to the duties 
which have devolved'ugon them, with- 
out an adequate su means—that 
language of 
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the Egyptian task-master, There shall 

no straw be given you, yet shall yedes 

liver the tale of bricks.” “ 
In behalf of the Committee, 


FLOYD SMITH, 
J. SMYTH ROGERS, 
W. R. WHITTINGHAM, 


*,* The Editors of all the religious 
publications connected with the Pros 
testant Episcopal Church are 
fully requested to insert the abovein 
their respective publications. . |» 


—_—_—so 
From the Episcopal Watchman for October 8, 1827, 


St. Peter’s Church, Plymouth,, Con 
necticut. 


Tue town now called Plymouth for- 
merly belonged to the town of Water. 
bury. It was incorporated into a 
rish called Northbury about 1740. A 
short time previous to that, it consisted 
of only eighteen families, principally 
from North-Haven. These united in 
erecting a building, which they called 
a school-house ; designed, however, for 
all the public uses which their united 
wants should require. In April, 1740, 
they settled a congregational minister 
by the name of Tudd. Soon after 
may be reckoned the beginning, in thit 
place, of the episcopa) church. . 
boisterous and theatrical manner of 
preaching practised by the celebrated 
Whitefield, and which his followers at- 
tempted to imitate, disgusted those 
sober-minded people, who looked for 
the still small voice heard by the pro~ 
phet, rather than the thunder and storm 
of fanaticism. They finally became so 
completely disgusted with the strange 
and almost frantic actions which were. 
frequently exhibited at their evening 
lectures, that they began to inquire, 
whether religion were not something 
more sober and rational. The inquiry 
led to the conviction, that even the 
more calm, but rigid Calvinistic doce 
trine of predestination, in which they 
had been educated, was not consistent 
with the Holy Scriptures. After ifi~ 
forming themselves on the subject, 
eleven of the eighteen proprietors 
the above mentioned house conformed 
to the church of England ; and having 
the control of it by majority, they ap- 
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gtopriated it to the use of theirown 
3 assisting the other proprie- 


“tors, when a new meeting-house was 
| ott to the amount of their share in 


old one. 
In the year 1740, the Rev. Mr. Mor- 


gis, from England, was sent a mission- 


ary by the Society for Propagating 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, to Derby, 
aterbury, and West-Haven. He 
gontinued about three years, and re- 
to Europe. During his mis- 
, the church in Northbary (now 
lymouth ; was organized. And it is, 
‘perhaps, worthy of notice, that from 
that time to the present, public wor- 
ship, according to the liturgy of the 
episcopal church, has been celebrated 
in this parish every Sunday, with but 
one single exception, and that on ac- 
count of sickness. 

Soon after the removal of the Rev. 
Mr. Morris, this parish enjoyed, for 
two or three years, a part of the ser- 
vices. of the Rev. James Lyon, an- 
Other missionary from the Society. 
After his removal it was for several 
years vacant. 

In 1749, the Rev. Dr. Mansfield, a 
native of New-Haven, under the direc- 

of the Society, took charge of 
thbury, in connexion with the pa- 

Wishes of Werby and Waterbury. Of 
piety, zeal, and great exertions of 


this servant of God, for the prosperity 


the church, much might be said; 
it would only be repeating what is 
already published in his memoirs. 
1n.1759, Dr. Mansfield relinquished 
his charge of Waterbury and North- 
bury, it being necessary that his whole 
time should be devoted to Derby and 
Oxford. About this time the Rev. 
James Scovill, a native of Waterbury, 
came into the mission. He resided in 
Waterbury, where he officiated one 
alf of the time, and the other half at 
Northbury and New-Cambridge, (now 
Bristol.) After it became necessary 


7 that the labours of Mr. Scovill should, 
% account of the greatly increased 


of Episcopalians, be wholly 


“devoted to Waterbury and Westbury, 
» » (mow Watertown,) where a new parish 
” | Was organized, and a church erected, 


& parishes of Northbury and New- 
“amabridge relinquished ig an amicable 
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manner their claim to his services 
evlating to obtain another man,. 

Having .employed several vandi- 
dates, they fixed on Mr. James Nichols, 
who, receiving ordination in Englaad, 
returned, and took .charge of the paw 
rishes, in 1773. He resided in 
Cambridge, and officiated alternately 
in the two parishes. In consequence 
of the unpleasant state of affairs con- 
nected with the American. revolution, 
he left, in about two years, his char, 
of these parishes, and removed into ie 
tewn of Litchfield. Be 

From this time the church in North- 
bury was in an unsettled state for more 
than ten years. The church in West- 
bury now becoming vacant, by the re- 
moval of Mr. Scovill to the British do- 
minions, that parish united with North- 
bury in making an arrangement for a 
permanent settlement with the Rev. 
Chauncey. Prindle. a native of West- 
bury, then a deacon. In February, 
1788, he was “ordained priest, by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Seabury, and.im- 
mediately entered on the duties of his 
office. 

Three or four years after this, the 
Episcopalians in Northfield forming 
themselves into a society, a number of 
valuable families were taken from the 
parish of Northbury. . This was soon 
followed by the organization of the so- 
ciety, and erecting St. Matthew's 
church, on the eastern border of North- 
bury: the consequences of which were 
a further diminution of numbers, and @ 
weakening of «the strength of the old 
parish. ba4 ; 


The old house, which was occupied 


as a place of worship, becoming un 
comfortable, especially in stormy wea- 
ther, several attempts were made to 
erect a new church, but - without suc- 
cess. Serious difficulties arose about 
the location, and also about the man= 
ner of raising the means of building 

At length a‘course being me 
the rector, which the people.ge 
approved, they proceeded wi 

and perseverance to accom 
great object in view. About this: 
parish of North 
into a town, 

In the autu 1 
church which is 
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pleted; and, on the 2d of November, 
1797, it was consecrated by the Right 
. Bishop Jarvis. ee 

So important an object of their 
being now accomplished, and a 
of union established, they be- 
sand still continue, a united and 
ous parish. By the blessing of 
en on the persevering labeurs, 
and uninterrupted punctuality of the 
rector, in all the duties of his office, 
this church, notwithstanding the fami- 
lies that had left it to unite with North- 
field and St. Matthew’s churches, and 
some families that had emigrated to 
the state of New- York, continued to in- 
crease both in numbers and in zeal. It 
is said that the rector, in no single in- 
stanee, failed of performing the extra 
duties of the parish; and that he failed 
only two Sundays, which failures were 
on account of ill health, for more than 


eighteen years. 


Watertown, (formerly called West- 
bary,) having dissoly ecclesiasti- 
eal connexion with Plymouth, the Rev. 
Mr. Prindle, on Easter Monday, 1806, 

roposed to resign his rectorship of St. 
Peter's, that an opportunity might be 
offered of uniting with some of the 
neighbouring parishes which were then 
vacant. After mature consideration, 
his proposal was accepted. 

A connexion was next formed be- 
tween St. Peter’s and St. Matthew’s 
churches, both in Plymouth. Of these 
the Rev. Roger Searle was instituted 
recter during the session of the annual 
convention of the diocese in 1810. He 
-resided in St. Peter's, devoting to this 
parish two-thirds of his time, till the 
autumn of 1817; when he resigned his 
rectorship, and removed to the state of 
Ohio, with the view of finding a more 
extensive field for his labours. Of the 
churches which he there organized, se- 
veral consisted in part of emigrants 
from Plymouth. 

The present rector was ordained dea- 
cots A ae oa +7 Trinity church, 
ew-York, by the Right Rev. Bisho 
Hobart. On the 10th of May follow. 
ing, he officiated, by invitation of the 

ish committee, in St. Peter’s church, 

here his services were continued for 
one half of the time’ till the ensuing 
autumn. At that time a union again 


~ 


St. Peter's. Church, Plymouth. r 
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took place between St. Peter’s and St, 
Matthew’s, when it was agreed, that 
their n should officiate three- 
fourths of the time in St, Peter’s. Au- 
gust 14, 1819, the rector elect was or~ 
dained priest in &. Pa 
mouth, by the same ay ‘ev. Pre. 
late. He still continues his services in. 
the two churches, according to the first 
arrangement. * 
It is believed that few parishes hay 
suffered so much by emigration as St.; 
Peter’s: but it has been so fortunate in 
acquisitions from other denominations, 


that, though yet small, it was probably ” 


never in a better situation than at pres 
sent. It now consists of about seve 
five families, and one hundred and ele, 
ven communicants. 

By the pious liberality which hag 
manifested itself at different periods, 
this church has now a permanént pro- 
perty, worth something over $3,000; 
though the old glebe is not so produc. 
tive as money at interest. This land, 
consisting of 40 acres, was pu 
by individual members, and given for 
the benefit of the parish, not long after, 
it was organized. 
ship of the Rev. Mr. Searle, $ 1,000 
was raised by subscription, to be kept 
for a permanent fund. Of this sum, 
Mr. Elijah Warner, who, a few years 
before, had conformed to the church, 
but who is now tottering under the ins 
firmities of age, and in the 
expectation of being called to his rest, 
paid more than one-fourth, Again, 
about the year 1820, this same, Mr 
Warner gave a lot of land, valued at 
$400. On this lot the parish erected, 
as he designed, buildings for the resi- 
dence of their rector, which he now 
occupies. The glebe house and barn 
were built by subscription, Mr. War- 
ner again contributing liberally towards 
the expense. May the great Head of 
the Church raise up, many others to, 
imitate his good example. ~ 


Apversity is like the period of the 
former and of the latter rains-—cold, 
comfortless, unfriendly to man and to 
animal; yet from thence come the 
flower and the fruit, the date, the rose, 
and the pomegranate, 
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have to ize tothe respectedauthor those restraining and controllin ‘inf : 
twe following communication for the delay ences which a hamble iety exer and 
“init ce, which was oegasioned by forgetting the impassabile limits of the hu« 
hi been mislaid.} man powers, has presumed to sit in judg. 
© Por the Christian Journal. ment upon the revelation from hea 
“AMiceses Bertone, vented a standard by which to ¢ 
7 “Twould beg leave, though'tardily, to upon the merits of its doctrines, si 







the attention of your readers to a 
interesting article in the last num- 
of the Biblical Repertory, now 
ed by Professor Patton, of Prince- 
New-Jersey. It is a translation 

‘from the German of an essay by Pro- 
fessor Tholuck, of Halle, on the im- 
portance of the study of the Old Tes- 
tament, with a brief preface by the 
translator. For the present, although 
the subject is interesting, the manner 
@f discussion able, and the whole re- 
plete with profound and varied erudi- 
tion, I will waive any consideration of 
the piece itself, contenting myself with 
pointing it out to the notice of your 
readers. The important matter and 
excellence of the preface have induced 
Metotake up my pen. From the in- 
po of Tholuck’s essay, its transla- 
tor, the editor of the Repertory, takes 
occasion to notice the late and present 
State of theology in Germany. After 
feferring his readers to a work to 
which your readers too have been re- 
fetred, and which, for. its comprehen- 
‘sive and enlightened views, and exten- 
research, cannot be too often cited 
‘With commendation,* for an account of 
‘the causes of the lamentable corruption 
Which, for the last half century, has 
pervaded the theology of Germany, he 
gives his own reasons for believing 
that a gradual, but extensive change 
for the better is taking place, and that 
the religion of the Gospel, properly so 
designated, is reviving in that countiy. 





“1. The supremacy of philosophy in 
matters of religion, so long, and with such 
pernicious consequences, insisted upon in 
the lecture room, in the pulpit, in the ela- 
borate commentary, and even in the books 
of private devotion, is beginning to be 
disputed; or, rather, to speak more pro- 
perly, a sounder philosophy is taking the 

of that rash spirit of speculation 
Which had assumed its name. 

» Phe imaginative, discursive, and meta- 

physical genius of the Germans, freed from 





2 ; ® That for July, 1897. 
T * Rose’s Sermons on the State of Protest- 
antism in Germany.” 


its plainest declarations to the test 
son, rejected or explained away ; 
could not fathom, called in question th 
inspiration of the Scriptures, and scatter- 
ed the seeds of infidelity far and wide, 
even while clothed in the garb of adivine 
teacher. and an ambassador of Christ: The 
theological professor has not hesitated un- 
blushingly to declaré, when pressed with 
a genuine and well authenticated miracle, 
My philosophy forbids me to recognize the 
existence of a miracle, 

“ Not less than four or five master-spi- 
rits have, within comparatively few years, 
commanded, for the time being, atmost 
universally, the admiration of the German 
literati. Leibnitz, Wolf, Kant, Fichte, 
Schelling, like waves of the sea, have 
chased each other forward, each one suc- 
cessively overwhelming its predecessor, 
until merged, in its turn, in comparative 
oblivion, by its #tiumphant successor. In 
the midst of their ever-varying and dis- 
cordant systems, some of their writers be- 
gan to congratulate the nation as the onl 
one in possession of a theology whic 
lived, and breathed, and grew, while that 
of other nations was in « wretched state 
of torpor, fraught with error, degraded 
by irrational views of God, obscured by 
mysticism, destitute of improvement, in- 
vention, and rationality. ; 

**1f we may judge, however, from the 
modifications which the metaphysical phi- 
losophy is apparently undergoing, from 
the relaxing of its more rigid features, 
and from the disrespect with which these 
philosophical speculations are beginning 
to be spoken of by certain influential 
writers, the sway of this falsely named 
philosophy is becoming daily less exten- 
sive and imperious.® 

“2. Some of the more serious and judi- 
cious of their theologians have, for some 
years past, candidly acknowledged, and 
publicly deplored, the state of theological 





* “Some of the metaphysical writers hare 
lately also enlisted themselves on the side of 


Christianity. Képper, in his P. ie des 
Christenthums, has attempted to the 
truth of the doctrine of original sin on 

yee grounds. A celebrated of 


eipsic, Dr. Heinroth, bas » 
alists dresdfully, by a trestise on Auihropcl: 
gy, in whieh his views of the i 
mors! pert of man are entirely at : 
with them, and in unison with the orthe 

tions. ‘he masterly natare of the work, 

the high reputstion author, were equally 
su ject of annoy ange | the Rationalists.— 
Ri se’s Discourses, Repert, voi, ii. p. 10, note.” 
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‘and the almost imperceptible 
practical influence of Christianity, where- 
ever these loose opinions have gained cur- 
rency; and, in some instances, a change 
of sentiment and a degree of recantation 

taken place. the later productions 

De Wette, Kaiser, and Ammon, for ex- 

le, and some expressions wliich drop- 

from Stacudlin for some years before 
his decease, the evangelical views and 
pious labours of Tholuck, and the in- 
creasing seriousness and spirituality 
among some of the theological students, 
encourage us to hope that the dawn of a 
brighter day is begun. 

“3, The decided ‘position which the 
present king of Prussia has taken, in fa- 
vour of the promulgation of pure Gospel 
truth, his evangelical sentiments—not re- 
ceived by inheritance from his ancestors, 
but the result of an ingenuous examina- 
tion of the word of God, because he had 
* applied himself assiduously to the Bi- 
ble, and sought therein the doctrines 
taught by Christ and his apostles’*—the 
influence which his opinions and deport- 
ment are calculated to exert, owing to 
the high and noble sphere in which he 
moves, not only upon the community at 
large, and upon his court, but especially 
upon his universities,t seem to forbode a 
happy change, at no very distant period, 
in the moral aspect of Prussia.” 

Tholuck, who is so conspicuously 
noticed in the last paragraph, “ is as 
much distinguished for his piety as for 
his learning. I have seen a little work 
of his on the theology of the ancient 
Persians, which states, in the title 
page, that the materials were derived 
from Arabic, Persic, and Turkish 
MSS. in the royal library of Berlin. 
As Tholuck is at present not more 
than eight or nine-and-twenty, he must 
have published that work when he was 
about twenty-four or fivé! I have also 
seen a treatise of his to show that 
Christ is the centre, sum, and key, of 
the Old Testament. He has also writ- 
ten a work, which has produced a 
great impression, on the doctrine of re- 
demption.”} 

An extracted article in the Episco- 
pal Watchman, Vol. I. No. 26, says 
_of this distinguished individual :— 





* “Letter to the Dutchess of Anhalt Coe- 
then, on ber renouncing the Protestant reli- 

ion for the Catholic.” 

+ “He lately elevated Tholuck to a high and 
eommandiag situation in the university of 
Hate, which is any thing but orthodox.” 

+ Private Letter in the Biblical Repertory 
for April, 1827. 


Biblical Theology.as a Science. 





~ {No. 22, 


“Under the cenpinte 'af tho tringias 


Prussia, this remarkable man occupies a 
distinguighed place in the uni of 
Halle, which is also honoured by the ta. 
lents of the celebrated Gesenijus. 

luck has not yet reached the age of 
years, and yw with all the disadv 

of impaired health, and a multiplicity of 
business, has acquired the know oO 
more than fifteen languages, ae of 
which he speaks. He is already celebrated 
in Germany as a philologist, and is the 
author of several important works; But 
that which stamps a higher value 

his character in the estimation of the 
Christian student, is, that he manifests, in 
conversation and conduct, a sincere at. 
tachment to the truth as it is in Jesus?” 


Now, Messrs. Editors, from the 
ceding brief compilation, I think it 
might be possible to draw many very 
interesting and important considera- 
tions. I select, almost at hazard, two, 

First, I think the fall of German 
theology to its lowest ebb of scepticism, 
when traced tosits causes, may afford 
us a loud .and imperative w. 
agaigst the danger of carrying religious 
feeling, and excitement to extremes, 
The well-meant, but dangerous and 
fanatical excesses of the Pietists, were 
confessedly the great originating cause 
of German scepticism. This has been 
long ago maintained by Germans them- 
selves,* and since, by Rose, (Sermoiis, 
&c. p. 36, ss. 45,8.) and, after him, 
by Professor Patton, who enumerates 
“the misguided zeal of the Pietists, 
who maintained that Christianity cone 
sisted solely in virtue, and the conse- 
quent reaction which produced a phi- 
losophical, and even a mathematical 
school of theology” among the chief 
causes of the spread of the sceptical 
opinions of Semler. We are not with- 
out Pietists in our own country. Let 
us beware that they do not bring upon 
us the curse which. their predecessors 
entailed for so long a time upon unhap- 
py Germany ! 

Secondly. The example of Tholuck, 
and of his illustrious predecessors in 
the defence of revealed religion 29 
the prevailing infidelity, Bengel, , 
Flatt, Tittman, and Planck, may serve 
to counteract the somewhat current 





* Schmidii Duae Orationes, de ratiove inter- 
pretandi, et de libertate docendi, Vitebergse, 
1772, p. 11, 16, 30, 35. 
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opinion, that the philological science 
30 lly cultivated in Germany, is 
 semetart to religion. It is true, 
that even in England, we could pro- 
dace the examples of Usher, Lightfoot, 
Pearson, Hammond, Bull; and in 
Jater times, of a Middleton, a Heber, a 
Sumner, a Burgess, or a Blomfield, to 
e that learning of that description 

not incompatible with the most ex- 
alted piety. Nevertheless, the examples 
drawn from the midst of the general 
corruption which has given strength to 
the contrary opinion, are still closer to 


the point. 

Yer I have heard some men, even 
reasonable men, expressing their fears 
that theology (they had reference par- 
ticularly to biblical theology) was be- 
coming too much a science—that reli- 
gn would be lost in it. It may be so. 

9 too may any other of the pursuits 
of man be perverted and led to destroy 
itself. But such is not the regular, na- 
tural tendency of the study of theology 
as a science, nor of minute attention to 


‘that branch of it which is connected 


with philology. It has been said that 


‘no natural philosopher could be an 


atheist. Much more truly may it be 
said, that no thorough theologian, or 
biblical critic, can be a nominal Chris- 
tian. The more we learn of the word 
of God, the more intimately we be- 
come acquainted with its outward dress 
—its inward spirit—its contents—its 
history—the more is reason humbled, 
and faith exalted. It is true, a Semler 
and an Eichhorn may have united a 

degree of theological learning 
with infidelity, but why ? because they 
came to the study with insuperable pre- 
judices—imbued with the philosophi- 
cal systems of Leibnitz, and Wolf, and 
Kant, and because their prejudices 
caused them to leave it before they had 
arrived at the profound erudition 
which settled the faith of Pearson and 
Bull, and which Storr and Tittman 
have acquired and communicated to the 
world. Perhaps it is hazardous, but I 
scruple not to say, that a practised and 
scrutinizing thinker will discern in Sem- 
ler, Bauer, Eichhorn, De Wette, and 
even in many writings of John David 
Michaelis, a half-learning, which will, 
in a considerable degree, account for 

Vou. XI. 
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their rash and ill-digested theological 
opinions. ‘These were men, it is true, 
of. prodigious reading, but they have 
read rather much than well. 
were, it is true, well skilled 
niceties of language, of arc 
history, of geography, &c. but they 
not extended their researches suffi- 
ciently to acquire general views. They 
resemble the man who should, in tak- 
ing the survey of an extended country, 
peep through a microscope at every 
ant-hill and fungus, but never give a 
glance at the general prospect, and re- 
lative situation of the several parts of 
the domain. He would probably have 
a wonderful knowledge of the minutiz, 
and might with justice be said to be 
acquainted with every inch of the 
ground he had gone over : but wouldany 
one think of applying to him for an ac- 
curate general idea of the whole? So 
these Germans, with a few hopourable 
exceptions, have busied themselves in 
the smaller walks of philological and 
critical theology, without ever attempt- 
ing a general or thorough survey of the 
whole, considered as the science of the 
respective natures, and mutual rela- | 
tions, of God and man. Onesuch rea- 
soner as Barrow, or Horsley, possessed 
more knowledge of that science than 
they all. 

Let our younger theologians be made 
learned—let them be taught to aim at, 
to thirst for, real theological learning 
in all its branches, and apprehend no 
danger. With well-disciplined minds, 
and principles formed.on rational con- 
viction, their learning will but increase 
their zeal, and give intensity to their 
faith, and extensive scope to their cha- 
rity. They may, with Tholuck, be 
one hour engaged in elucidating some 
difficult passage of holy writ, with all 
the nicety of critical acumen, and the 
varied stores of extensive erudition— 
and the next, be bestowing their per- 
sonal services on the cause A. Christ, 
in preaching the Gospel to. in 
aiding its spread to heathen ag or: 
in promoting its influence among the 
hitherto, infatuated sons of wesc ‘i 


P. S. Since the above was written, 
two articles on similar subjects have 
AT 
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appeared in the London Christian Re- 
membrancer for September and Octo- 
ber The first is a translation of a 
prospectus of an evangelical religions 
periodical to be published in Berlin, 
under the name of the Evangelische- 
Kirchen-Zeitung, and professedly de- 
voted to the maintenance and defence 
of orthodox views of religion, in oppo- 
sition to those of the self-styled Ra- 
tionalists. The second is an article by 
Mr Rose, in reply to a work written 
in German by Bretschneider, in an- 
swer to his “Sermons.” The views 
in both these articles agree with the 
statements above given, and the facts 
which they contain afford still stronger 
reason to exult in the approaching 
downfall of sceptical theology in Ger- 
many. V.V. 


From the Church Register for Nov. 24, 1827. 
Brief Sketch of the late Bishop Kemp. 


Tuene is a melancholy pleasure in 
tracing back the history of our friends 
as they fall around us—recalling the 
hours which we passed with them in 
congenial pursuits—embodying, as it 
were, before us, the image of the de- 
parted, and again taking sweet counsel 
together. Imagination and memory 
seem to combine, even in contempt of 
the king of terrors, to restore us the 
treasures we have lost. It proves, 
however, but a short lived, waking 
dream—and yet we cannot bring our- 
selves to part with the fading vision. 
We cling to it, till something more 
earthly comes before us; and at length 
we yield, with a sigh, to the convic- 

_ tion, that we seek consolation in vain 
under bereavements from the recollec- 
tion of departed joys, and are driven 
to look forward to the hope of meeting 
again, where all tears shall be wiped 
from our eyes, in the blessed presence 
of Him who is the resurrection and the 
life. The Christian feels that this is 
the only real consolation under the be- 
reavements of mortality ; and the bright 
hope which it leads him to entertain, 
he would not exchange for the gratifi- 
cation, if such could be, of seeing again 
around him, in the habits of mortality, 
the whole circle of the dearly loved 
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beings whom he has surrendered, tie 
by one, to his Saviour. ri 

Deeply did the late lamented B 
Kemp repose in the confidence of th 
holy hope, and ardently and ferven 
did he exhibit it to those from whom 
the blasts of affliction had removed 
every other, and whose hearts were 
softened by it. The self-same hope 
now spreads its tranquil cdnsolations 
and cheering prospect before those 
from whom he has been so suddenly, 
by a mysterious dispensation, removed, 
But his life has been passed in acts of 
piety and the warmest benevolence, 
and though he would look back only 
upon the cross of Christ, which he has 
gone to plead at the awful tribunal 
where God, in his unveiled glories and 
terrors, sits enthroned, yet those who 
knew and loved him here may cast an 
admiring look back upon his luminous 
path; recall to their minds the remem- 
brance of the bright and ‘transparent 
virtues which eficircled his heart, and 
shone forth in his life; and devoutly 
bless God for another name added to 
the list of those who have departed 
this life in his faith and fear. 

James Kemp was a native of Scot- 
land, and was the son of pious parents, 
who gave his mind an early direction 
to the path of religion. Littles known 
to the writer of this sketch of his youth. 
At a suitable age he entered the Ma- 
rischal college, in Aberdeen, where he 
completed his education. When he 
had graduated, a friend made to him 
liberal offers of patronage and assist- 
ance, on condition of his remaining in 
his own country. But, like many 
others of his young countrymen, he 
was captivated with the prospects of 
success and usefulness which were 
opening in America, on the acknow- 
ledgment of the independence of the 
United States by Great-Britain. He 
accordingly embarked for this country, 
and, soon after his arrival, engaged as 
a private tutor in a respectable family 
of Dorchester county, on the eastern 
shore of Maryland. In this situation 
he passed someqyears. At length, de- 
termining to pursue the study of theo- 
logy, his attention was drawn, by the 
circumstances in which he was then 


placed, to the episcopal church. He 
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had been educated a Presbyterian, and 
till his coming to America, had known 
Jittle or nothing of the episcopal church. 
-The members of that charch, in his 
own country, suffering under the heavy 
operation of penal laws, were obliged 
to withdraw from the light, and to wor- 
ship in retired places with closed doors. 
Of course, there was nothing to re- 
mind.a young collegian that such a 
church existed in his native land. But 
in Maryland it had been, up to the pe- 
riod of the revolutionary war, the esta- 
blished religion; and, at the time of 
his‘arrival, though suffering from the 
great changes which the revolution had 
produced, her claims to attention pre- 
sented themselves to Mr. Kemp ina 
very imposing light. Her mode of 
worship to him was novel, her institu- 
tions were peculiar, and he immedi- 
ately began the inquiries which would 
enable him to understand the utility 
and propriety of these peculiarities. 
He soon determined to apply for ad- 
mission to the ministry of the episco- 
pal church, and having for some time 

ursued the necessary duties, under the 
instruction of the late Rev. Dr. Bowie, 
then rector of Great Choptank parish, 
he was admitted to deacon’s and priest’s 
orders, by Bishop White, on the 26th 
and 27th of December, 1789, and, in 
4 of the following year, succeed- 
ed Dr. Bowie in the charge of that pa- 
rish. He remained in the charge of 
the same parish, greatly esteemed and 
beloved, till the year 1813, when he 
was called to succeed the Rev. Dr. 
Bend, as associate rector, with the 
Rev.. Dr. Beasley, now provost of the 
nniversity of Pennsylvania, of St. 
Paul’s parish, Baltimore. Previously 
to this removal, he received the diplo- 
ma of Doctor in Divinity from Colum- 
bia college, New-York. . 

In 1814, the convention of Mary- 
Jand chose him their bishop, to act as 
suffragan during the life of Dr. J. T. 
Claggett, the then bishop, wh@ was 
prevented from fully discharging the 
duties of his office by great bodily in- 
firmity, and to succeed him on surviv- 
ing. tis right to’state, for it is mat- 
ter of record, that considerable opposi- 
uon was made by a portion of the 
minority of the convention, and others, 
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to his consecration; but this, in the 
case of most of those concerned, was a 
mere effort of party, though ina few it 
was doubtless caused by a want of 
right principles, as well as an a. 
of Christian feeling. He lived to Have 
full justice done to him in this point, 
and to see, among his most respectful 
friends, some of those who had, on this 
occasion, manifested different feelings 
towards him. He was consecrated at 
New-Brunswick, New-Jersey, Septem- 
ber 1, 1814, by Bishops White, Ho- 
bart, and R. C. Moore. Bishop Clag- 
gett immediately gave him jurisdiction 
over the churches on the eastern shore 
—being in number about one-third of 
the churches of the whole diocese, 
where his own strongest attachments 
lay, and where he had been long and 
best known. No act of his superior 
could have been more grateful to him 
than this, and he subsequently often 
expressed his gratitude for the happi- 
ness which it gave him. On the death 
of Bishop Claggett, in 1816, -he»suc- 
ceeded him as diocesan, and faithfully 
discharged the duties of that high and 
important office, till the very sudden 
dispensation which removed bim from 
the world. 

The late bishop was a well read di- 
vine. He had found time, while en- 
gaged in his parochial cure in Dorches- 
ter, comprising several churches, and 
although obliged, in the early part of 
his ministry, to cultivate a farm, and 
subsequently engage in-teaching, for 
the support of his family, to read the 
works of many of the best writers.on 
theology, and its kindred subjects. His 
Letters to Dr. Miller, which were pub- 
lished in the Churchman’s Magazine, 
at New-York, in 1809, show that he 
had made hinself well acquainted with 
ecclesiastical history, and that his adop- 
tion of the episcopal church was not 
a mere casual expedient. These letiers 
are brief, but able; and though they 
will not be considered a.substitue for 
the more enlarged and complete refu- 
tation of Dr, Bowden, may well an- 
swer the purpose ofa popular manual 
in this country, where every peculiar 
principle must undergo an ordeal be- 
fore every description of readers. His 
mind was well stored with the best 
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thoughts of the most judicious writers, 
and though far from every thing like 
pedantry, he could readily produce 
from. them authority for such opinions 
as he might advance. 

He was an able and instructive 
preacher. His discourses were pre- 

ed with care and patient reflection. 

e did not view the duty of the pulpit 
as one which might be carelessly and 
hastily performed It was not to pro- 
duce excitement, but to convey instruc- 
tion, which he sought. When, as was 
sometimes the case in the varied cir- 
cumstances in which he was occasion- 
ally: placed, he was called on to address 
a congregation without time for prepa- 
ration, he generally confined himself to 
an exposition of some chapter of the 
Scriptures, when, with his thorough 
knowledge of them, fluent speech, and 
impressive manner, he would fix the 
attention of all his auditors. His ser- 
mons were, generally, of a practical 
kind. He avoided himself, and dis- 
countenanced in others, the introduc- 
tion of controversial topics into the 
pulpit. He loved to dilate on the sacri- 
fice of the blessed Jesus—on the mer- 
cies of redemption offered to sinners 
by the Gospel—and the various duties 
required of those to whom it is offered. 
His own mild and subdued feelings led 
him to set forth a compassionate God 
and merciful Saviour, rather than the 
terrors of the Lord—to dwell on the 
blessings of the Gospel, rather than to 
display the awful denunciations of the 
law. Of a pure and guileless disposi- 
tion, he was able to form but limited 
conceptions of the depravity of human 
nature, and was perhaps too ready to 
believe that others had hearts as rea- 
ily accessible to, and as much under 
the restraint of divine grace, as his 
own. Still he shunned not to declare 
the whole counsel of God, and he did 
it earnestly, feelingly, as one who knew 
and felt its inestimable value to those 
committed to his charge. 

He was a devoted Christian. His 
piety was deep, controlling, evident, 
and unfeigned. No one could have 
been indulged with a familiar acquaint- 
ance with him without feeling this to 
be true, Nor was it such as to be hid- 
den from the sight of others. His piety 


Brief Sketch of the late Bishop Kemp. 





was never obtrusive, but it could be 
readily seen to be a habit of his mind, 
exhibiting itself naturally, and in the 
most attractive way. 
strong and abiding, leading ‘him to 
overcome the world, and to look for- 
ward, in the full assurance of hope, to 
the rest that remaineth for the 

of God. His benevolence was of the 
most enlarged description. No call 
was more welcome to him, or met with 
a more ready attention, than those 
which led him to the bed-side of the 
sick, the dwellings of poverty, or the 
house of the mourner. And, amid the 
many and varied employments of his 
latter days, these were never forgotten. 
His humility was such as to enable 
him to walk consistently before the 
Lord in the land of the living, and was 
conspicuously seen in his conduct in 
the episcopal office. No presuming 
acts pointed him out as one placed 
above his fellows. While all proper 
deference was required, and generally 
yielded, the rein of authority was not 
felt, and no act, which could be con- 
strued into unkindness, ever distin- 
guished in his intercourse, the “ some- 
times disobedient,” from the unvarying 
friend. Without the affectation of pro- 
claiming himself ‘ the servant of all,” 
he was such in reality. Without tel- 
ling others what should constitute the 
character of a Christian bishop, he 
placed before himself the models in the 
Scriptures, and endeavoured “so to 
walk as those who have them for an 
example.” The mildness and urbanity 
of his manners are familiar to all who 


have been admitted to his society, and 


won for him general esteem. 

But he, who, with such meek and 
unaffected grace, adorned his station, 
has been removed from us. In the full 
vigour of life, and all his faculties— 
when his character had developed the 
fulness of its virtues—when the tongue 
of slander had ceased its busy defama- 
tiong, and none withheld the meed 
which was his due—when he had at- 
tained an eminence of office and of 
character which gave ample influence 
and operation to évery ~~ of his 
mind, and every virtue of his heart, a 


sudden and awful Providence has 
spread gloom and sorrow over the fair 
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We yet feel the chilling sen- 
sations. which ran our frame, 
when suddenly told, that he, from whom 
but a few hours before we had 
so cheerfully, was already gone to the 
world of spirits. We cannot yet realize 
the mournful truth. And yet an af- 
flicted family, a mourning parish, a be- 
reaved diocese, show to us, and prove 
tous, its reality. Death hath dofie his 
work, and borne away one whom they 
and we have been called on to yield up, 
alas! toosoon. But the dispensations 
of God are lessons of wisdom. Let us 
set ourselves meekly down at his feet 
tolearn. Unwise, indeed, is he, who 
will not now write upon his heart the 
characters— Be ye also ready ; for in 
such an hour as ye know not, the Son 
of man cometh. Ep. 

For the Christian Journal. 
Auxiliary New-York Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society. 

Tue twelfth anniversary of this so- 
ciety was held in St. Paul’s chapel, on 
Wednesday, the 14th of November, 
1827, when the annual report of the 
managers was read, and several resolu- 
tions passed, among which were the 
following :— 

Resolved, That this society sincerely 
sympathize with the members of its 
board of managers, in the afflicting be- 
reavement they have sustained, in the 
death of their late friends and associates, 
the Rev. Cornelius R. Duffie, and Mr. 
Henry Bicker. 

Resolved, That tne thanks of this society 
are due, in a pre-eminent degree, to our 
respected diocesan, for the promptitude 
with which he undertook, and the zeal 
and efficiency with which he discharged, 
a most laborious duty, in the delivery of a 
sermon in the several episcopal churches® 
in this city, for the benefit of this so- 
ciety. 

Resolved, That the grateful acknow- 
ledgments of this society are also due to 
the several rectors, by whose consent the 
sermon was preached, and collections 
made in their several churches; and to 
the members of the congregations there- 
of, for their liberal contributions on those 
Occasions. 





* We are requested to state that it was omit- 
ted to te mentioned in the printed report, that 
the society was indebted to the kindness of the 
Rev. Dr. Miinor for the sermoi in St. George’s 
ehurch.—Igd. C. J. 


Resolved, That the thanks of this so- 
ciety are due to the Rev. Mr. Jones, chap- 
lain in the United States’ navy on the 
New-York station, for the judicious and 
beneficial mode adopted by him of distri- 
buting the books of this society, which 
name retofore been placed at his dis- 
posal. 

Resolved, That the time of holding the 
annual election of the officers of this so- 
ciety, be changed from the second Wed- 
nesday of November to the evening of the 
first day of the meeting of the convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
this state. 


The repert is highly interesting, 
but as it is already in the hands of 
many of our readers, we shall. make 
but few extracts. In the opening part 
we are presented with the following. 
beautiful sentiment of gratitude and 
thankfulness :— 


In taking a retrospective view of the 
concerns of the society during the twelfth 
year of its existence, we are especially. 
called upon to acknowledge our obliga- 
tions to the goodness of God, in that 
hath been graciously pleased to bless and 
prosper our affairs—int preserving 
us a mutual regard and esteem, 2 
perfect unanimity of sentiment as to the 
most expedient mode of performing the 
great duty committed to our hands. . 


Then follows a tribute of respect to 
departed members, which, for the sake 
of distant readers, we copy entire. 


Many as have been the tokens of Di- . 
vine favour which we have received; 
prospered and blessed as we have been; 
yet hath it pleased the same almighty and 
beneficent Being, in his wise provi 
to visit us with a most afflicting bereave- 
ment, in the death of our late beloved and 
lamented friend and associate, the Rev. 
Cornelius R. Duffie. Although, at the 
time of this melancholy event, he was not 
a member of this board,* yet was he one 
of the founders of the society, and for 
many years one of its most consistent, 
persevering, and efficient managers—and 
up to the period when it pleased Hus, 
whose glory and honour he ever sought 
to promote, by the instrumentality of this 
institution, one of its most valued and 
steady friends. Those of us who have 
been long associated, and were on terms 
of familiar friendship with him, can with 
melancholy joy recall to our remembrance 
the many and substantial evidences he 
gave, of how closely identified in his heart 
were the interests of religion and the 





* By the act incorporating this society, the 
clergy are ineligible to office therein. 
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church with the prosperity of this socie- 
ty. The loss of such 2 friend to our so- 
ciety was indeed an afflicting bereave- 
ment; but it isnot only as such a friend 
that we are culled upon to deplore his 
loss; as our individual friend and coun- 
sellor—as one who enjoyed in the highest 
degree our confidence and esteem—we 
contemplate this mysterious dispensation 
in humble submission; yet as a dispensa- 
tion which has touched the tenderest 
chords of our hearts, and made us deeply 
sensible of the frailty of the tenure by 
which we hold and enjoy the happiness 
of this everchanging world, and by which 
we humbly hope we have, in some good 

, been trught the salutary lesson 
of“ Be ye also ready.” 

Possessed, as was our friend, of talents 
of the highest order—of « mind of singu- 
lar purity and vigour—of the most exem- 
plary morals and manners—of a warm and 
‘ardent, yet rational and consistent piety— 
of a most sincere devotion to the best in- 
terests of religion and the church—-kind 
and amiable in his disposition—meek and 
modest in his deportment—true and sin- 
cere in his friendship ; frigid indeed must 
be our hearts, if such exalted qualities 
did not inspire them with an affection so 
true, and a veneration so sincere, that 
nothing but that awful event which should 
still their pulsations in the “ gloom of the 
grave,” could ever extinguish. | 

Scarcely had our first emotions of grief 
begun to subside, and our feelings to re- 
sume somewhat of their wonted compo- 
sure, when we were again summoned to 
pay the last sad office of friendship to an- 
other of our esteemed associates. In the 
person of Mr. Henry Bicker, the members 
of our board have sustained the loss of an 
intelligent, liberal, and useful coadjutor ; 
and. one who had won upon their kindness 
and affection by the urbanity of his man- 
ners, and his exemplary deportment. 
Warm and decided in his attachment to 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, yet, like 
eur revered friend Mr. Duffie, he was 
brought up in another communion—jJike 
him, did he fairly and patiently examine 
the grounds on which she founded her 


* claims to apostolic origin—and, like him, 


yielded himself up, to be conducted whi- 
thersoever the light of truth and the force 
of fair and bonest argument would lead 
him. Need we be surprised that the re- 
sult of such a course was the full confir- 
mation of his attachment to our venerable 
church? When has it happened other- 
wise? Never; fearlessly we answer— 
Never. 


The reader will look with pleasure 
on the account given of those to whom 
the bounty of the society has been ex- 
tended. 


Auxiliary N. Y. Bible and Common Prayer Book Soiety. 


Wherever, in our new and rapidly ex. 
tending settlements, the voice of the mes 
senger of God w.s heard proclaimi oo 
gladsome sounds of salvation ' the 
merits of a crucified Redeemer—and 
wherever the accents of prayer and than! 


giving have been heard, and to ascend to | 


heaven from the lips of the little congre. 
gation collected by his care—thither have 
we sped our bounty with unsparing hand; 
and much have we been delighted with 
the glowing accounts returned’ to ws of 
their gratitude, and of the happy. effects 
of our kindness and liberality. To all the 
public institutions of the city, as they 
were required of us, have we extended 
our benevolence: indigent individuals, 
both of our own and other communions, 
have been duly remembered ; and the sea- 
men of both the merchant and public ser- 
vice have been participants in our charity 
—and we are gratified to say, with the 
most encouraging success. 


We close our extracts with the no- 
tice taken of the communication from 
the Rev. Cave Jones, from which we 
would gladly make large draughts, 
were we not prevented by our circum- 
scribed limits. We may be permitted, 
however, to say, that it affords abund- 
ant evidence of the pious zeal of Mr. 
Jones—of his ardent attachment to our 
excellent liturgy, and of his anxious 
desire to promote both the temporal 
and eternal welfare of a class of people 
shut out in the ordinary course of 
events from participating in religious 
exercises, by placing in their handsa 
formulary every way calculated to af- 
ford comfort to the afflicted, and to 
lead the sinner to the footstool of re- 
pentance, and, as it is trusted, to the 
throne of grace. 


The board have again been favoured 
with an interesting communication from 
the Rev. Mr. Jones, chaplain in the United 
States’ navy on this station, in which is 
exhibited his mode of distribution, and 
the most gratifying evidence of the .con- 
tinued usefulness of our bounty among 
that neglected class of our fellow-beings, 
but the gallant defenders of our country’s 
rights and honour. Mr. Jones is so im- 
mediately connected with the seamen of 
our navy, and is favoured by such excel- 
lent opportunities of judging of, and de- 
scribing the effect of a free distribution 
of our invaluable formulary of public de- 
votion among them, that the board feel it 
a duty to make his communication con- 
stitute a part of their report. 


The issues from the depository for 






ees acts 


I 








Ageen & 


ks. 


Lito 


re. 
ave 
id; 
ith 
of 


ts 


a 


ty 


NS OPS ee 





December, 1827!] Importance of the Liturgy and Articles in Spanish. 375 


itous distribution during the last 

» have been 295 Bibles, 214 Tes- 
Bronte, and 1,713 Prayer Books; 
and the sales during the same period 
amount to 65 Bibles, 36 Testaments, 
and 2,10) Prayer Books. he monied 
transactions of the society during the 
game time amount to $2,118 89. A 
debt of $ 349 80, due to the publishers 
at the close of the last year, hag been 
discharged : and the permanent fund 
hasbeen in increased from $928 66 
to $1,017 73, which is safely invest- 
ed. The objects of this society every 
way commend themselves to the no- 
tice and patronage of all the members 
of our church. 

—_—_—_— 

From the London Missionary Register for Aug. 1827. 
Importance of the-Liturgy and Arti- 
ticles in Spanish. 

A correspondent [of the Prayer 
Book and Homily Society] who re- 
Sides abroad, in the midst of Spaniards, 
Writes, in reference to the best plans 
of benefitting them :— 

“One of the most valuable of all 
means would be the free circulation of 
the Spanish version of the Book of 
Common Prayer. On some minds, 1 
know, it produces similar impressions 
and effects to those so often witnessed 
in our happy and glorious Reforma- 
tion An elderly gentleman, who has 
figured considerably in the melancholy 
political changes of his country, an ac- 
quaintance with whom I have had the 
privilege of forming, borrowed one of 
the copies of the Common Prayer; and, 


_afier two or three days, when 1 saw 


him again, he said to me, with great 
animation, ‘Sir, this little book en- 
chants me—it absolutely enchants me 
—and he who compiled it deserves the 
gratitude of all men.’ Another gen- 
tleman, very much reduced in circum- 
stances, formerty an advocate, and cer- 
tainly a very excellent Spanish scho- 
lar, (who, indeed, forms one of a little 
company in which we use your copies 
of the Common Prayer every Lord’s 
day afternoon,) has often expressed 
his full approbation in very high terms; 
and the few who join us are delighted 
with the simplicity, the plainness, and 
the devotion of the prayers.” 


In another letter the same »eorres- 
pondent says— , 

“ T was quite rejoiced on receiving 
the extracts from the liturgy: the spi- 
rit of pure and simple devotion whieh 
so strikingly pervades these prayers, 
is that with which our poor Roman 
Catholic brethren need to be-imbueds; 
and the contrast presented by these un+ 
incumbered and intelligible formalaries 
must cast into the shade their own su- 
perstitious ritual. The Spaniards who 
have seen them, and whose sentiments 
Ihave heard, are very much pleased 
with them ; and as F think I can trace 
in some the incipient symptoms of a 
love of prayer, these little books will 
present most seasonable aid. . 

“ On the subject of printing the ar- 
ticles you desire me to express my 
thoughts: I say, without hesitation, 
that to me it appears exceedingly de- 
sirable. I have been repeatedly asked, 
‘What are the tenets of the English 
church?’ If I tell them they are-con- 
tained in the Apostles’s Creed, the an- 
swer is, ‘ We believe that too;’ and it 
is in vain to point them to the Scrip- 
tures, because these are considered 
common to all. ‘We hear,’ say they, 
‘a great deal about the English church: 
we wish to know what is its creed, that 
we may compare it with our own, and 
judge how far we differ.” I only. beg 
to express the hope, that, if they are 
translated, the same spirit of modera- 
tion and scriptural mode of expression 
which pervade the original may be 
carefully preserved.” 

The same gentleman adds — 

* Our excellent friend, the elderly 
Spanish gentleman whom I have men- 
tioned before, has been called away, as 
I doubt not, toa happier world. T little 
imagined, indeed, that Providence was 
directing me with the Common Prayer 
to him for the purpose of preparing 
him for a speedy death: yet such was 
the fact. I know, from himself, that 
the Prayer Book was rendered a great 
blessing to him; and I know, too, from 
the state of his mind, that it was just 
fitted to be so. He\was dying of a 
broken heart, on account of the mi- 
series of his unhappy country; and 

much under the influence of fear, not 
of death as a natural evil, but of judg- 
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ment and eternity. He could find 
nothing in the obscure and complicated 
scheme of popery, with respect to a 
sinner’s justification, which could sa- 
tisfy his reason, and comfort his heart. 
Still he was a decided Roman Catho- 
lic; yet decided, as I firmly believe, 
by habit without inquiry : for the dis- 
tinguishing tenets of Protestantism, so 
far as I could make myself intelligible 
on these points, drew forth from him 
nothing but approval. But I am not 
in the habit of contending on these 
points, and generally labour to bring 
forward those which are more import- 
ant; and it would delight you could I 
but convey to you an adequate idea of 
the eagerness with which, as he lay 
upon his bed very ill, he listened to my 
attempts to explain the doctrine of free 
justification, through faith in the blood 
of Christ—the ardour with which he 
conversed of the hopes and the rest of 
heaven—and the affection with which 
he embraced me when I took leave of 
him the last time I saw him, though 
neither of us imagined the least proba- 
bility of its being the last.” 


Newly discovered Islands. 


Ow the 12th of September, 1824, Capt. 
Coffin, of Nantucket, discovered in lat. 26. 
50. N., long. 141. E., a group of six islands. 
Between two of them was a fine bay, in 
which he anchored, in 15 fathoms water. 
Three of the islands he named Fisher’s, 
Skidd’s, and South. Turtle and pigeons 
were plentiful—pure water in abundance, 
and fish and lobsters. Capt. Coffin did not, 
however, discover any quadruped, reptile, 
or insect, not even an ant. The islands 
are covered with large and beautiful fo- 
rest trees, but no trace of human footsteps 
could be found. , 


Dufie’s Sermons. 


Ir is intended to publish, under the pa- 
tronage of the wardens and vestry of St. 
Thomas’s church, a selection of the ser- 
mons of the late Rev. Cornelius R. Duffie. 
They will be comprised in two octavo vo- 
lumes, neatly printed on fine medium pa- 

, and delivered to subscribers in extra 

rds at four dollars and a half'a set. A 
memoir of the life of Mr. Duffie will ac- 
company the work. This undertaking is 
projected with the sole view of benefitin 
the orphan children of the excellent an 
amiable founder of the parish of St. Tho- 
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mas’s church, and it is hoped the mem. 
bers of that parish, Episcopalians gene. 
rally, and his friends in particular, wi 
evince their attachment to him, and their 
regard for his memory, by aiding with 
their subscriptions the meritorious cause 
now presented to their netice. The work 
will be published by T. & J. Swords, No. 
127 Broadway, where subscriptions will 
be received, and subscription 

handed to those who may feel inclined to 
use their influence with their friends ig 
extending its circulation. 


Schulz’s New Testament. 


Scca of our readers as have engaged in 
the critical study of the New Testament, 
will be gratified to learn, that the first vo. 
lume of the edition which has been some 
time preparing by Dr. Schulz,* has at 
length appeared, and that copies of it have 
reached this country. It does not, as we 
had expected, assume the character of a 
new critical edition, but merely pretends 
to be an improved re-impression of th:t of 
Griesbach. Improved it most certainly is, 
and greatly. The minutest accuracy has 
been studied in the punctuation, division, 
and even accentuation, of the text. The 
greater part of Griesbach’s quotations of 
authorities have been examined anew, and 
very many errors corrected. The murks 
of reference (which are necessarily numer- 
ous) have been rendered both more full 
and more convenient. Very considerable 
additions have been made to the critical 
apparatus, from sources not accessible to 
Griesbach. A learned preface has been 
prefixed by Schulz, containing an account 
of the peculiarities of his edition, and an 
able essay on Griesbach’s system of recen- 
sion. The text is yeas (like that of the 
London edition of Griesbach, by Taylor) 
all across the page, and the notes in co- 
lumns, but with the very important im- 
provement of making each note a separate 
paragraph. The paper and types are 
good, and superior to those of the gene- 
rality of German works. 


St. Paul’s Church, Albany. 


We announce with great pleasure, that, 
on Monday, the 12th of November, 1827, 
a second episcopal ————— was or- 
ganized in the city of Albany, to be under 
the pastoral charge of the Rev. Richard 
Bury, and designated by the title of “ St. 
Paul’s church.” Of this undertaking the 
following particulars are communicated 
in a letter from one of the vestry to the 
publishers of this Journal :— 

“The wardens and vestry of this con- 
gregation intend, as soon as sufficient 
funds shall have been raised, to erecta 





* Not, as was erroneously stated in our Oc- 
tober number, Scholz, the traveller. 
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church in the south part of the city, for 
the accommodation of its numerous and 
increasing population ; until which time, 
the services of the church will be con- 
ducted in a large and commodious room 
to be prepared for this purpose. They 
indulge the hope, that in their undertak- 
ing they will be favoured with the appro- 
bation of their fellow-citizens in general, 
but particularly with the good will and 
earnest prayers of those who, having 
‘tasted that the Lord is gracious,’ are de- 
sirous that others also may be brought to 
aknowledge of ‘the truth as it is in Je- 
sus,’ and to a participation of the blessed- 
ness of those who know the Lord, whom 
to know is life everlasting. 

“It affords me peculiar pleasure to add, 
that it is with feelings of the most un- 
feigned kindness towards the congrega- 
tion of St. Peter’s, and its venerated and 
truly estimable rector, that the wardens 
and vestry of St. Paul’s have commenced 
their operations. This is as it should be: 
for when members of our holy and aposto- 
lic church, in the exercise of that Chris- 
tian love which should always charac. 
terize her faithful followers, unite their 
humble efforts for the extension of her 
primitive discipline, evangelical doctrines, 
and inimitable liturgy, may they not hope 
that He who has built his Church upon 
the foundation of the apostles and pro- 
phets, and who has solemnly declared, 
that ‘the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against her,’ will crown their undertak- 
ings with success, and enable them to 
‘bring forth their top-stone with joy.’ ” 


Christ Church, Philadelphia. 

In our 8th vol. p. 127, a short account 
is given of the bells in this venerable edi- 
fice. The following further particulars 
are taken from a recent Philadelphia pa- 
per. A difference appears in the date of 
their importation, the former account 
making it in the year 1754, the present in 
1757. This may be a typographical error, 
and though of small moment, yet if any of 
our friends who may have it in their power 
will furnish a correction, we will gladly 
receive and insert the same. 

“About the year 1757, the chime of 
bells now belonging to Christ church, in 
this city, were brought from Engiand by 
a Capt. Budden, without charge of freight. 
Being the first set of bells that had reach- 
ed this country, they attracted great at- 
tention—and when put into the steeple, 
were rung for some time for the gratifica- 
tion of the natives. In order to afford the 
country people an opportunity of hearing 

se wonderful sounds, it was agreed to 
have the bells chimed on the evenings 
Preceding market days; and crowds of the 
‘country folk’ would repair to the church 
Vou. XE. 


Miscellaneous Articles. 


877 


in order to witness the operation of ring 
ing—a curiosity which the ringers 

care to turn to their own advantage, by 
claiming a fee. 

“ The practice of ringing these bells on 
Tuesday and Friday evenings continues to 
the present time ; but the people of these 
days are so accustomed to noises of all 
kinds, that they give little attention to 
any of them. 

“We have been told, by an old and 
highly respectable citizen, that Capt. Bud- 
den became so important a persona 
from having been the bearer of the bells, 
that they were universally rung whenever 
his vessel arrived in port. 

“The large bell at the state house, 
which sends forth its deep tones on elec- 
tion days, was put up by the provincial 
assembly of Pennsylvsnia some years be- 
fore the Revolution. It was the first bell 
rung when the Declaration of Independ- 
ance was proclaimed, and bears this re- 
markable inscription—‘ Proclaim liberty 
throughout the land, and to the people there- 


“It is very singular that such a motto 
should have been adopted at a time when 
the country was quietly reposing under 
the dominion of the British king ; and the 
circumstance connected with the fact just 
stated is worthy of remembrance.” 


Liberal Donation. 

Taz newspapers inform us that Mr. 
Thomas Dixon, of this city, has recently 
imported two basaltic columns from the 
Giant’s Causeway in the north of Irelands; 
one of which he has presented to Colum- 
bia college, and the other to the New- 
York Athenzum. The latter is described 
as “a heptagonal pillar, about four feet 
in height, and one foot and a half in dia- 
meter, strikingly regular and architectu- 
ral in its form and proportions.” 





Proceedings of the Clergy in Connecticut 
on the death of Bishop Kemp. 

Tar clergy of the Protestant Episcopa’, 
Church in the diocese of Connecticut, 34- 
sembled in convocation at Stratford, on 
Tuesday, November 6th, unaninyously 
adopted the following preamble :,nd re- 
solutions :— 

Whereas this convocation have heard, 
with deep and unfeigned regre’t, of the 
late melancholy decease of t! sat distine 
guished and faithful servant o f God, the 
Kight Rev. James Kemp, D. ‘)., bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
diocese of Marylend :— 

Therefore, resolved, T)sat this’ convoca- 
tion do heartily sympathize with their 
brethren the clergy aad laity of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church im the diocese 
of — in the fate afflictive dispen- 

A 
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sation of divine Providence, by which that 
diocese has been deprived of its venerated 
head, and the church of one of its bright- 
est ornaments, and firmest and most uble 
supportrs; and they do also most de- 
voutly offer up their prayers, that the 
great Head of the Church will, in his 
mercy, visit this sorrowing portion of his 
household with the spirit of grace and 
consuiation, of wisdom and ghostly coun- 
sel, that they may be sustained and com- 
forted in thcir present bereavement, and 
th.t a successor apt and meet, under God, 
and with his heavenly biessing, to pro- 
mote its interests, and to build it up in 
peace, and holiness, and ail spiritual grace 
and biessedness, may speedily be raised 
up. 
Resolved, That the secretary of the con- 
vocation transmit this preamble and these 
resolutions to the chairman of the stand- 
ing committee of the diocese of Meryland, 
and cause a copy of the same to be in- 
serted in the Episcopal Watchmen. 
G. W. DOANE, Secretary. 
Stratford, Nov. 6, 1827. 


= 
=== 


Obituary Notices. 

Dien on the 28th of October, 1827, in Sa- 
vannzh, Georgia, Mrs. Maria Carrar, the 
amiable consor! of the Rev Abie Carter, 
and youngest daughter of the Rev. Dr. 
Beach. Also died at the same place, on 
the first of November, the Rev. ABIEet 
Canter, aged 36 years und 8 months. He 
survived his affectionate and much la- 
mented wife but 82 hours. ‘ They were 
lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in 
their desis they were not divided.” The 
Savannah Georgian of the 5th of Novem- 
ber gives of Mr. Carter the following ac- 
count :-— 

“* Mr. Carter was born at Concord, in 
New-Hampshire, on the 2d March, 1791, 
and received the honours of Dartmouth 
college, in his native state. He com- 
menced the study of the law in the city of 
New-York, but his subsequent religi- 
ous impressions and convictions of duty 
prompting him to enter the sacred minis- 
try, he applied for, and received holy or- 
ders, and settled at Trenton, in New-Jer- 
sey. In 1817, he married Miss Maria 
Beach, daughter of the Rev. Dr. Beach, 
of New-Jersey. In 1822, he accepted the 
rectorship of Christ church, in this city. 

“ By the death of this learned and dis- 
tinguished clergyman, three lovely chil- 
dren, of a tender age, are deprived of their 
only remainwg parent, The — society 
mourns the loas of a favourite member, 
and one of her firmest pillars; the church 
of an able, devoted, and evangelical 
preacher. Like his divine Master, he 
went about doing gaod, and was so desir- 
ous of affording consolation to the be- 
reaved and afflicted, that in many in- 
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stances he appeared to forget the regerd 
that was due to the preservation of hig 
own health. The love of kindness dwelt 
in his heart, and shone in his actions. His 
intercourse with the world was marked 
with urbanity, and the exercises of the 
Christian spirit. He was peculigrly qua- 
lificd for the chamber of sickness, and 
possessed in a great degree the happy fa- 
culty of soothing the mind, and leaving a 
religious impression. In his last sickness, 


he exhibited the triumph of faith, and ex. , 


perienced abundantly the power and con. 
solation of that religion, which, through 
the providence of God, he had success. 
fully recommended to others. From 
henceforth blessed ere the dead that die 
in the Lord; even so saith the Spirit—for 
they rest from their labours.” 

Died at New-Orileans, on the 7th of No. 
vember, 1827, the Rev. James Primore, 
rector of Christ church, Jeflerson county, 
Mississippi. 

Died recently in South-Carolina, the 
Rev. Puirie Martrews, reetor of St. He- 
lena church, St. Helena Island. 

Died in this city, on the 11th of Novem. 
ber, «ged 60 years, Mr. Epwanrp Stasvar, 
son of the Right Kev. Samuel Seebury, 
D. D, late bishop of Connecticut end 
Rhode-Island, and the first bishop conse. 
crated for the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States. 


Died very suddenly, on Wednesday, the 
14th of November, 1827, in the 64th year 
of his age, Taumas \ppis Emmett, €3q., 2 
highly distinguished member of the News 
York bar. The circumstances of his desth 
are thus stated in the Evening Post of the 
15th :—“ Yesterday this distinguished 
counsellor, while engaged in trying 3 
cause in the United States’ circuit court, 
was suddenly struck with «apoplexy. Af- 
ter remaining for about two bours ina 
state of insensibility, he was removed to 
his house, where he expired last night, 
between 11 and 12 o’clock. On the open- 
ing of the court this morning, Mr. D. B. 
Ogden very feelingly announced the me- 
Iancholy event, and the court immedi- 
ately adjourned.” 

A meeting of the bar was convened on 
the morning of the 16th, when it was re- 
solved to attend the funeral of Mr. Em- 
mett, and to wear the usual badge of 
mourning for thirty days. The bar also 
resolved to erect a monument to his me- 
mory in some convenient part of the city, 
and thev have prevailed upon his excel- 
len-y Governor Ciinton to pronounce an 
eulogium on him some time in the month 
of May next. 


Died at Staten-Island, Richmond coun 
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ty, New-York, on the 21st day of Septem- 
ber, 1827, Mr. Henny Bicxen, of this city, 
jn the 38th year of his uge. 

By this afflictive dispensation of Provi- 
dence, society has been «'eprived of a 
much respected and valued member, and 
the church of a useful, zealous, and de- 
yoted servant. To the memory of one so 
estimable in all the relations of life, a tri- 
bute is due bc yond the bare record of his 
lamented death. Of the many social and 
moral qualities which adorned his charac- 
ter it is unnecessary to speak; they are 
engraven on the hearts of a numerous and 

ectionate kindred, and fully appreci- 
ated by an extensive circle of sympathiz- 
ing friends. Asa man, he was amiable, 
generous, just, and honourable; as a 
churchman, sound in his principles, strong 
in his attachment, and exemplary in his 
zeal. Mr. Bicker was educated in a dif- 
ferent religious community from that in 
which he died. Circumstances, at an 
early period of life, leading kim to an oc- 
casional attendance on the service of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, her doc- 
trines, discipline, and worship, after a 
careful and unprejudiced examination, 
received the sanction of his judgment, and 
induced a decided preference for her mi- 
nistrations. To this church of his choice, 
convinced of her apostolic and primitive 
character, and of the peculiar accordance 
of her principles with the word of God, 

was most sincerely attached; of which 
he gave sufficient evidence by his stead- 
fast and untiring exertions, as far as op- 
portunity was afforded, in promoting her 
welfare. The several societies, engaged 
in ministering to the spiritual wants of 
our destitute brethren, received at all 
times his efficient support, and, as far as 
his means would admit, his liberal boun- 
ty; it being with him a fixed rule, as he 
once mentioned to a friend and associate 
in this labour of love, never to contribute 
less to any of these hallowed charities, 
than he had been accustomed in his ear- 
lier days to squander on objects of worldly 
amusement and pleasure. The system of 
Sunday school instruction, in particular, 
found in him an ardent friend, and an in- 
defatigable labourer. He was one of the 
original teachers in the Sunday school of 
St. Paul’s chapel, and continued his useful 
Services there for a considerable time. On 
his removal afterwards to St. Luke’s 
church, he became the superintendent of 
the school of that parish. To this he was 
@most active snd devoted servant, and, 
under his excellent supervision, it attain- 
ed, in point of discipline, utiliy, and num- 
bers, a distinguished rank. This office, 
the demands of business, and his remote 
residence, together with an increasing in- 
firmity,* compelled him at length reluct- 
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antly to relinquish ; but the valuable ef- 
fects of his exertions continued to be feit 
and wppreciated in the prosperity of that 
school, until the want of accommodation 
for the scholars in the church rendered 
its temporary suspension indispensable. 
At the annual election on Easter-Monday 
last, he was chosen a member of the vestry 
of St. Luke’s church, and from his well 
known zeal and attachment to that con- 
gregation, anticipations of his great use- 
fulness in that office were fondly enter- 
tained. But, alas! these anticipations, the 
rude hand of death, suddenly laid upon 
him, lias blasted; and the cuurch, his 
friends, and those who were united to him 
by the closer ties of consanguinity, have 
to deplore a loss which will not soon 
cease to be lamented. They have, how- 
ever, the consolation to kuow, that his 
faith was fixed on One who is mighty to 
save, and indulge the confidence, that 
through the merits of that gracious Re- 
deemer in whom he believed, and the 
sanctifying influences of that blessed Spi- 
rit, whose aid he habitually sought and 
cherished, he has been translated from 
the labours and conflicts of the church 
militant, to the peaceful repose, the un- 
speakable joy, and the enduring glory of 
the church triumphant. Of his last mo- 
ments, nothing is known beyond the re- 
presentations of his immediate attend- 
ants. They speak of him as being con- 
stantly engaged in devotional exercises— 
expressing his humble, but firm reliance 
on a crucified Saviour as his only hope for 
the remission of sin and acceptance with 
God—and exhibiting a mind seriously 
and profitably occupied in preparation for 
that event, which he felt approaching. 
He deeply regretted that the distance 
from the city, and the rapidity of his dis- 
ease, prevented a visit from his pastor, and 
particularly as he was anxious to receive 
from his hands the sacramental pledges 
of a Saviour’s love. This was a duty, the 
importance and obligation of which he 
had long and sincerely felt—but from the 
discharge of which he, like many others, 
had been deterred by natural timidity and 
self-distrust, combined with conscienti- 
ous scruples, arising from the very com- 
mon misconception of the nature and de- 
sign of the Lord’s supper, and the qualifi- 
cations for its due reception. Knowing 
his affections and dispositions to have 
been all on the side of religion and vir- 
tue, we have the consolation to believe, 
that he is now “drinking of the fruit of 
the vine new” in the kingdom of his hea- 
venly Father; and, while.we mingle our 
tears of sympathy with his bereaved com- 
panion, and his mourning relatives, we 
** sorrow not concerning him who sleepeth, 
even as others which have no hope,” trust- 
ing that his disembodied spirit has 
winged its flight to the Paradise of God, 
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and is now enjoying the perfect peace 
and the pure delights of the mansions of 
rest! 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
In the Eastern Diocese. 

Dvarne the visit of the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Griswold in Vermont, the following 
ordinations have taken place :—On Thurs- 
day, October 4th, the Kev. Richard Peck, 
deacon, was admitted to the holy order 
of priests, in Calvary church, Berkshire; 
on Sunday, the 7th, the Rev. Moore Bing- 
ham, deacon, was also admitted priest, in 
Trinity church, Fairfield; and, on Wed- 
nesday, the 10th, the kev. Louis M‘Donald 
was ordained priest, in Trinity church, 
Shelburne, and also instituted rector of 
the parish.— Epis. Regist. 

On the 18th Sunday after Trinity, Oc- 
tober 14th, 1827, a new Gothic church in 
Middlebury, Vermont, was consecrated, by 
the Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, to the 
service of Almighty God, under the name 
of St. Stephen’s church. 


In the Diocese of Pennsylvania, 

On the 24th Sunday after lrinity, No- 
vember 25th, 1827, the Right Rev. Bishop 
Onderdonk held a confirmation in Trinity 
church, Philadelphia, when 35 persous 
partook of that holy rite. 


In the Diocese of Quebec. 


On Sunday, the 2d of September, 1827, 
the Lord Bishop of the diocese held an 
ordination in St. Paul’s church, York, 
Upper Canada, and admitted the Rev. 
Messrs. Rossington Elms, Thomas Creen, 
and Samuel Armour, to the holy order of 
priests. No change has taken place in the 
original destinations of the reverend gen- 
tlemen. Mr. Creen continues to fulfil the 
duties of assistant to Mr. Addison, at Ni- 
agara. Mr. Elms, and Mr. Armour, re- 
main the Society’s missionaries at their 
respective stations of Yonge, and Peter- 
borough, Upper Canada. 

On Sunday, the 28th instant, his Lord- 
ship held another ordination in the Ca- 
thedral church of Quebec, when Mr. Allan 
M‘Auley was admitted to the order of 
deacons; and the Rev. Messrs. Salmon, 
Arnold, and Evans, were ordained priests. 


Episcopal Acte.—Acknowledgments.— Calendar. 
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Mr. M‘Auley proceeds to York, where 
he will be employed as an assistant to the 
Rev. Archdeacon Strachan, and the three 
last named gentlemen will return to their 
respective missions at Sheffield, Chaleur’s 
Bay, and Three Rivers—JAnglo Canadian 
Magazine. , 
— 
Acknowledgments, &c. 

Tue librarian of the General Theologi. 
cal Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, acknowledges 
the receipt of the following donations to 
the library during the months of October 
and November, 1827 :— 


From the Rev. David Brown—Willet’s 
Synopsis Papismi, folio. 

From the Rev. Benjamin Holmes—Stockii 
Clavis Linguz Sanctz Veteris Testa. 
menti, 8vo. 

From Mr. John Evers—A large framed 
Drawing of Washington College, Hart- 
ford, Connecticut. 


From Mr. Richard Whittingham— 
Musch’s ed. of Le Long’s Bibliotheca 
Sacra, 3 vols. 4to.; Apparatus Liter. 
arius, 4to.; Engelbrechti editio Frag- 
mentorun: Versionis Basmurico Coptic, 
4to.; Angeli Maii editio Fragmento- 
rum Versionis Gothice Ulphilz, 4to.; 
Munteri Commentatio de natura et in- 
dole Versionum Szhidici et Coptici, 
4to.; Michaelis Cure in Versionem Sy- 
riacum, 4to.; Tracts and Pamphlets, 
1 vol. 8vo. 


The New-York Protestant Episcopal 
Tract Society have deposited in the Li- 
brary of the Seminary, for the use of its 
members and those of the Society, a coms 
plete set of the Tracts of the Society for 
Promoting Ciristian Knowledge, in 46 
volumes, 12mo. 
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Calendar for January, 1828. 


1. Circumcision. 

6. Epiphany. 

5. First Sunday after Epiphany. 
20. Second Sunday after Epiphany. 
25. Conversion of St. Paul. 


27. Third Sunday after Epiphany. 


END OF VOLUME TIE ELEVENTH. 








